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PETERS FALT. 


Two Sermons vpon 
the hiſtorie of Peters deny- 
ing Chriſt, wherein we 
may ſee the cauſes of 
mans falling, 
from God, A - - 
3 „„ . 
the maner how : both of the wicked thorow 
incredulitic, and of the godly by infir- 
mitie: and alſo the way that God 
hath ſet downe in his 
word to riſe 
againe. 
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Aiuſt man falleth ſeuen times, and riſeth 5 2 
again, but the wicked fall into miſc hie fe. & x 1 | 
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'To6 the Right Honora- 


ble Lorde, R Earle of Fedforde, 
Knight of the noble ordet of the Gar- 


ter, one of her Maiefties moſt honourable priuie 
Councell, LOAN VD ALL wiſheth 
increaſe and continuance of 
vertue, and God- 
lines. 


le greateſt difference 
C chat the Philoſophers 
could find( Right Ho- 
nourable ) betweene 
man and beaſt, was 

the rule of reaſon, 
whereby they could perceiue thatman 
coulde giue iudgement of thinges pre- 
ſent and thinges paſt, and comparing 


them togither, eould (after a ſort)prog- 
2 noſticate 


| T he Epiſtle 
noſticate of chinges to come R whiche 
moued them according to their pow- 
er and vnderſtanding, to labour night 
& day in continuall meditation of the 
excellency of the ſame, to ſeeke the a- 
dorning and beautifying thereof, with 
all thoſe things which bruit beaſts for 
lack of reaſon could not haue: as name- 
ly the continuall ſearching out of natu- 


rall cauſes, the dayly conſideration of 


the effectes and operations of thinges 
in this world: and the particular qua- 
lities of euery ſeuerall beaſt, birde, fiſh, 
tree, herbe, worme, fruite, ſtone, and e- 
uery other creature whatfoeuer. The 
benefite of whoſe diligence, redoun- 
deth euen to our great good, and con- 
ſolation, as the Phyſition very well 
knoweth,and the difeaſed patient ſen- 
fibly feeleth: yea, and (which more is) 
they ſtayed not themſelues in this a- 


lone: But labouring ſtill to beautifie 


that ſame diuine parte of mans minde 
(I mcane reaſon) they inuented an o- 
ther kinde of flower, which they cal- 
led Morall Philoſophie, wherewithall 
their meaning was to haue the __ 
O 


a 


Dedbicatory, 


of reaſon rightly ruled, to shine forth 
moſt brightly in euery particular actiõ 
of mans life: putting all their contem- 
plations by this meanes, in asſidual and 
daily practiſe: Wherein how excellente 
they vvere,and how forciblie they vſed 
it in their conuerſation, and alſo howe 
equally it directed all their deedes by 
juſtice and equitie,their own writinges 
remaining yet, and their notable actes 
recorded in hiſtories, do better & more 
plentifullie declare, then either I ci, or 
my preſent purpoſe my ſuffer me, On- 
ly thus much is to bee ſaide, that their 
vertues vvere ſo excellent, that vve aim 
ſtill at thẽ, and their common vvealths 
ſo vvell ordred: that vvee make them 
our continuall platforme and pattern: 
and the nearer we come vnto diuers of 
them, the better vvee thinke our go- 
uernment eſtabliched . Novv it is not 
vn knowne vnto your Honoure, nor to 
any other that haue the true feeling of 
Gods grace vvorking in their hartes, 
and the Sunne of righteouſneſſe shi- 
ning in their conſciences . That the 
Lord our God the creator of all things 
3 our 
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The Epiſtle 
aur redee mer, preſeruer and ſanctifier, 


hath given vnto vs, not only the know 


ledge of all theſe things (in ſome mea- 
ſure) which they had in great aboun- 
daunce. But (Hhich more is) a far ſur- 
paſsing and more excellent difference, 
ro {cuer ys withall from the reſt of his 
creatures, thaneuer they had , or once 
thoughte of, to wit, the knowledge of 


| his loue and fauour towards ys in his 


ſon Ieſus Chriſt, For albeit it be true, 
that reaſon is the eſſentiall and fornrall 
difference(as they call it) between man 
and Beaſt: yet wee ſee euen in them 
ſome ſparke(and as it were) ſome ſpe- 
ciall kinde of reaſon,for(totri the ſame 
in particular effects) we ſee that a Dog 
can diſcerne his maiſter from another 
man, yea though he be twentie yeares 
from him ( if it be true that Homer re- 
porteth of V iſles his Dog) & him that 


vſeth to hurt him he can ſhun, and can 
fawn on him that cheriſnheth him. The 
birde alſo can foretell when raine will 
fall: the Emit in the time of Summer, 
ma keth prouiſion for Winter, manye 
there be ſuch like as theſe, which "YE 
| read 


Dedicatury. 
read of in Plinie and Ariſtotle, writing 
of the nature of Beaſts, and which by 


our own experience we daily ſee, But 


this is ſo far from ſeeming to be reuea- 
led to any other Creature, that it is a 
Paradox, and a ſtraunge thing to manie 
of vs, that differ from bruite Beaſts, by 
reaſon. And therefore (whiche is the 
drift of this whole diſcourſe) it ſtandeth 
vs ypon which profeſſe the name of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, which do acknowledge him 
to be giuen of God the Father, aud ſea 
led vnto vs by God the holie ghoſt, for 
our eternall ſaluation: to haue an eſpe- 
ciall care, that as Chriſte ſayth of the 
wicked, that they be wiſer in their ge- 
neration, then the children of light. So 
it be not ſaide of vs, that the Pagans 
Heathen and Gentile Philoſophers, be 
not founde in the ſight of God, more 
diligent in their humane profeſsion, 
then wee in the profeſſion of Ieſus 
Chriſt : I meane more glorious in ſhew 


ingforth the fruite of their Philophye 


in their actions, then we of our Diuini- 
tie in our life and converſation . And 
ſurely Iwould to God that wee eoulde 
. 4 truly 
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The Epiſtle 
truelie and rightlie fo low their ſteps in 
one thing hich! is this: I read of them 
that the more knowledge they obtai- 
ned in their Phi oſophie, t the more thei 
abaudoned themſelues from the vani- 

Crates, tie of the worlde, ſo that one caſteth 

lis golde into the! Sea, another carried 

Bias. all his ſubſtaunce with him, whereſo- 
euer he went, another contented him- 

Diogenes. ſelfe with a tub or tunne to dwell in, in 
ſteede of his houſe, all of them what- 
ſceuer thei poſſeſſed, thei did willinglie 
imploie it to the increaſe of know e- 
ledge in themſelues and others. But 

Mach. 6. 24. doc we ſo : no. We ſeeke how to ſerue 
God and Mammon to, we laboure to 
become religious i in ſhewe, and co- 

Ichn. 3. 4. uetous in deede: We deſire to come 

to Chriſt bi night with Nicodemus, for 

feare of worldlie loſſes, v e ſeek to crie 

Lord, Lord, but we haue no care to doe 

the worlas ofthe Lord . Wemake a 

ſhew of godlineſſe, but wee denie the 

„ powerthereof : : wee wiſh to fit at the 

Mat. 20.22, Tight and left hand of Ieſus in his king- 

_ dome, but we are loth to drinke of his 
Cup. (Alli in one worde) We profeſſe 

1 Ieſus 
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Dedlicatorie. 


Ieſus Chſiſt, but turne the grace of God Iude. ver. 4. 
into wantonnes. Hence it is thot wic- 
kednes doth ſo abounde, that Sathan 
hath preuailed ſo much, & that ſofewe 
endeuour a godlie life. Euen for that 
the enemie can perſwade them that pro 
feſſion will ſerue, that a ſhe is ſuffici- 
ent, But howſoeuer it be, that ſo manie 
be drunke with this cuppe of Sathans 
poiſon ( againſt whome in trueth the 
heathen Philoſophers that neuer knew 
God) ſhall riſe in the daie of iudgement 
and condemne them : for that they 
haue bene bene more carefull to ſhewe 
the fruite of their profeſſion in vpright 
dealing(though it was vaine)then theſe 
haue bene, yet it behooueth all them 
that ſee theſe thinges, and are grieued 
with the conſideration therof, and are 
not ſpottee with the ſame brand, to be 
ſo much the more carefull, as the e- 
uill is common, that thei ſmell not of 
their abhomination, that thei depart 2 
from them, and be not partakers of Reuel. 18.4. 
their ſinnes, that thei hate the gar- Ide uer. 2 
ment ſpoted by the fleſh, that thei fa Rom. z. 
chion not them ſelues like vnto this 
4 aa 


The Epiſtle 
' world, but that they bee chaunged in 
their ſhape by the renuing eftheir min- 
des, and that thereby their profesſion 


may be adorned and the truth thereof 


in their harts and conſciences forciblie 
eſtabliſhed, When Iconfidered theſe 
things (Right Hor,ourable) and ſought 
out of Gods boke (which isthe loking 
laſſe diſcouering all enormities) wher- 
in the cheefe cauſe herof ſhold conſiſt: 
Ipetceiued (ſo far as my ſmall know- 


ledge could attain vnto) that thelack of 


the right vſe of Gods word, & heedeful 
care to be gouerned by the ſame, did 
ingender theſe and infinit other abho- 
minations: & therfore for my own cõ- 
fort, and the inſtructionof others, I did 
make choice of the hiſtorie of Peters 
denying of Chriſt to intreat vpõ: which 
being ended, for ccrtaine conſideratiõs 
hereafter mentioned. I haue (ſo neare 
as I could) penned it according as it vas 
.. ſpoken: Moſt humbly beſeeching your 
Honour, that the ſame may proceede 
vnder the wings of your defence & pro 
tection, which( I doubt not) ſhal be by 
that means ofthe godlie ſort, the better 
5 accepted 
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Dedicatorie. 
aeeepted, and of the cankred Caterpil- 
ler the leſſe touched. So ſhal I be bound 
(which notwithſtanding is my dutie) to 
praie ynto the Lord God of heauen, for 
the increaſe and continuaunce of the 
graces of his holie ſpirit vnto your ho- 
nour,to guide and direct the ſame, in 
all youre good and godlie enterpriſes 
whatſoeuer: that thereby Gods holie 
name here vpon earth may be glorified 
his children maintained and cheriſhed, 
fin and iniquitie cut downe and quen- 
ched, leſus Chriſt his goſpell promoted 
and aduanced, and your own con- 
ſcience vnfainedlie com- 
forted. A. 


men. 


Your Honours moſt 


humble to commaund. 


IOHN VDAL,; 


To the Godlie and well 
diſpoſed Reader. 


— ing taken in bande to 
REES #ntreat of this place of 
Scripture ( according to 
my poore talent, Where- 
with God bath inabled 
nie) l was uery earneſtly 
requeſted by ſome of my frinds (ſuch as fear 
G od vnfaynedly ) 0 pat the ſame in print 
for the benefit( as they ſayd ) of others, but 
conſidering with my ſelfethe great number 
of learned & godly treatiſes alredy extant 
and how unneceſſary it (houlde bee for my 
greene aud vntimely bloſſome toappeare in 
this ageof theripe Harvest, and alſo howe 
ready mans nature is to cauill at the doings 
of others,and like the ſpider to ſucke poyſon 
out of the fine#t Flowers, I was fully deter- 
mined it ſhould neuer ſhews it ſelfe in the 
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To the Reader. 
worde: yet being moned with their carneft 
| ſuite, and at length being ouercome with 
| their forcible perſWaſions , I haue penned 
the ſame asneare as I can remember. Now 

| (good Reader) if thou be deſirous to knowe 

| | what beneſite thou ſhalt reape by the ſame, 
| Tam very loath to indent with thee before- 
hand. For if Iſhoulde promiſe nothing, I 

| Were to bee blamed to trouble thees Which 

| elſemighteſt be better imployed \If I (hould 
| promiſe that Which peradueture thou maiſt 
Ande, [might ſeeme to arrogate too much 
' unto my ſelfe, and therefore I commit it to 

' | thy godly conſideration and indgment. But 
| | for the place of Scripture it ſelfe thus much 
| dare ſay(and that I truſt with the conſent 

| of al the godly learned)that if thou deſire to 
vnderſtand how the Wicked do begin to fall 
fromthe Lord: what cauſes doe concurre, 
and in what order they proceede uvnto the 

| height of iniquitie. If thou deſire to knowe 

| what it is that moueth the godly to fall and 

| offend God. e And laftly if thou be Willing 

| to vnderſtand what thinges be neceſſary & 

| expedient for thy ſelfe, beeing fallen to re- 


1 


turne vnto God, and to ſtand in his fanour 


| when thou art in it. I an ſure thou mayect 
| learne 
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To the Reader. 
learne it ont of this hiſtorie. Nom if I haue 
not ſo fully diſcour ſed of euery point as thou 
gauldeſt wiſh nor ſo learne diy proceeded, at 
the matter dot h require. 7 pray thee beare 
with me and pray to the Lordeto encreaſe 
his beginnings in me, and ſupply my want: 


concerning the laſt part of all, which is re- 
pentance, I haue of purpoſe bene ſparing in 


it, becauſe others haue learnedly and at 
large intreated thereof: Whoſe full intreaty 
if thou deſire, haue recourſe vnto thoſe 
their writinges. To conclude; if any thing 
doe here pleaſe thee, giue God his due for it 
(to Whome all honour belongetb.) I ought 
bee lacking, helpe me I beſeeche thee with 


thy prayers to God our Father, that it 


World pleaſe him to direct al our indewonrs 
to the aduancement of his glory, the bene 
fite of his Church, and comfort of our 
conſciences, that we may walke 
Warily and circumſpectly 
amongſt this froward 
& crooked gene- 
ration. 


The 
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a5 The Method * nl of the 


whole matter in this B "_ 


: 
F 


orſaking * 
word, 
preſump 
tion; ing 
within ; 37 
himſelfe, leaning to his 
| own power. 
rhe cau- | 
ſes following a farre off. 5 
U without (the company, the high 
is . . Chimſelfe, Prieſts ſeruants. 4. 
| the place, the warm fire. q. 


| the man- Cx. By baredenying.s. 

1 5 4 ner hoy 3 22 By wearing. 7. 
— 3. By execration. 8, : 
his | 


the 
cau 
{es 


7 without (the crovving ef the Cocke. 9. 
himſelfe, 3 


the looking back of Ieſus. 10. 


within 


what Chriſt had ſayd. 11. 
| himſcife, 3 


what he had done, 12 


ner hoyy 


the man- 3 his going out, 13. 


hie amen too — - 1 
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The Text out of Saint 
Mathew and Saint Luke, conferred 


I 


both together, 


Eſus ſaid vnto Peter, verily I ſay vn- 
to thee, that this night before the 
* Cocke crow,thou ſhalt deny me thriſe. 
Peter /ayd vnto him though I ſhould die 35. 


Mat. 26.34 


With thee, yet will I not deny thee. 


And Peter followed a farre of,and whe Luke 22.54. 


they had kindled a fire in the middeSt 55. 
of the Hall, and were ſet doWne toge- 
ther, Peter alſs ſat down amongit the 


And a certaine maide beheld him as he 56. 


fat by the fire, &. hauing well looked on 
him, ſaid, this man Was alſo with 


him. 


But he denied: ſaying, woman 1 knowe 
him not, And after a while another 58. 


57. 


came vnto him: ſaying, thou art alſo 
of them. | 


But he denyed agayne (before them 
B. 


with 


with an «th, ſaying, I knowe not the 


Nai. 


t hee. 


d 


The Text, 


7; Then came they vnto-hims (that toode 
by ) and fayd, thy ſpeech bewrayeth | 


74 Then beganne he to curſe himſelfe, and 
were ſaying, I know not the man, 
O And immediately while he yet ſpake,the 


cocke did crow. i 

Then the Lord turned backe, and looked | 
vpon Peter, and Peter remembred [ 

the wordes of the Lord, holy hee had 


ſaid, before the Coch crow, thou ſhalt 


deny me thriſe. 


62 And Peter went out and wept 


bitterly. 


Mat 26.34. 


45 ſts faide vnto Peter, verily I ſay unto 
thee, that this night before the cocſię 
crow; thou ſhalt denie me thriſe. &cc. 
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As there is nothing ſet 
= down in the wozd of God 
which is not in his fingu- 
lar wiſdom pꝛapounded 

pnto his childꝛen, either 
to teache them the will of the Loꝛd, and 
p religion they muſt pꝛoleſſe: oꝛ to fur⸗ 


2 
© 1 4 
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niſh them with ſufficient armour,to cõ⸗ 


uince thetr aduerſaries, oz to inſtruct 
them how to frame the ir lives and con⸗ 
uerſation accoꝛding to his will, & to re⸗ 


mom them that walke inozdinatelp: oz gom,r5.45 


{lp:to comfozt them being diſireſſed 
E afflicted in this woꝛld: ſo there is no 
example ſet befoꝛe our eyes, in ß whole 
booke of God, maze neceſlafy fo2 vs, 
tontmuallp to be meditated vpon, th · n 
this of Peters fall. Fo? in the ſame is 
fir painted out vnto vs, the miſerable 
eſtate ok man, being left vnto himlelke: 
then the excceviag mercie of God to⸗ 
Io wardes 


Peters fall. 


wardcs man. Secondly wee may lee in 
it the beginninges, pꝛoceedinges and 
maner, how all men doe ſinne: whether 
it bee the Godly falling by inlirmitie, 
oꝛ the wicked tranlgreſſing thozowe 
infidelitie; and then howe, and by what 
degrees the godly bee reclaimed and 
reſtoꝛed againe. So that in this Ihi- 
ſtozp we haue two thinges offered to 
our conſiderations, Firſt Peters fall, 
DSeconvlp his riſing againe, in his fall 
wee note the cauſes that moued him 
thereunto, and the maner howe it was. 
The cauſes be eyther in himlelfe, oz 
accedentary without him ſelke: with⸗ 
in himſelke, his pꝛeſumption in depar⸗ 
ting frem the woꝛde of God, and lea⸗ 
ning vpon his owne power, and his 
flowe following: the cauſes without 
him ſelle bee his company, the High 
Pꝛieſtes ſeruauntes, and the place 
wherehe was, the warme fire, the ma- 
ner how he did fall, is firſtin bare de⸗ 
niall, then with binding it with an 
othe: and laſtly by curſing himſelfe ik 
euer he knew Chyilf, In his riſing a- 
gaine are likewile the cauſes and the 

| maner 


Peters fall, 


maner how: che cauſes withoute him⸗ 
ſeife and within himſelfe + withouce 
bimlelfe, the crowing of the Cock, and 
the looking back of Jeſus: within him⸗ 
ſelfe, his remembꝛaunce what Chytlke 
had ſayde, and what Chꝛiſte had done, 
the manner how he riſe,his going oute 
and his ſozrowing. 

The firſt cauſe ok his fall (as you x 
{>) was his pꝛeſumpt ion, and that is 
alſo in two thinges. The firlt is in not 
leaning vnto the wozdes of his Loꝛde 
and mayſter. Foz Chꝛiſt told him that 
he ſhould deny him. But hee notwith- 
ſtanding being eyLher blinded with the 
conſideration ot his own power, (as 
hereafter hall appeare) 02 els caried 
away with a pꝛopoſterous zeale to kol⸗ 
lowe him whither ſoeuer hee went: re⸗ 
plyed that though all men ſhoulde koz⸗ 
ſake him, vet he would not. And ſure⸗ 
ly this is moſt woꝛthy the conſiderati⸗ 
on. Fo} it we beginne at the firſte man 
that euer was, and continue thozow 
out the whole ſcriptures, we ſhall finde 
that the little regarde giuen vnto the 
woꝛde of God, was the beginning of 

| 3 their 


Con. a. rj. 


Jo 23. 


Peters fall, 


their fail, 
The father of mankinde, the firtte 


founder ot his miſtery. Adam hauing 


recciued this eſpecial commandement 
(of the Treb ok knowledge of god and 
euill, thou ſhalt not eate.) Pet this be- 
ing put out ofhis hart, partipe thozow 
the ſubtiltie of Sathan (wherewithall 
he was aſſayled) partlye by the pꝛouo⸗ 
cation of the woman, whome erreatipe 
he lotied,and partly with the beautye 
and delicacy of the Apple, with whiche 
he was allured, he notwithſtanding 
did take of it, and cating ok the Tree 
fozbidden,fell from the Loꝛd his God, 
and was cat oute of that place of plea⸗ 


4.8. ure, where bekoꝛe he dwelled. So did 
24 Cain, foigetting the commaundement 


oo Of God, yea and the law of nature, kill 
” his bzother Abel, Lamech not conſide⸗ 
ring that the Lojde GD Dhad made 
man and woman to be one flethe, tooke 
vnto him two ines, and fv fell krom 


. 3. 


Saule hauing receiued pꝛecepte to 
deſtroy Amaleck, and all that pertap⸗ 
ned buto them, chat bee ſhoulde haue 
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Peters fall. 


no compallion on them, but ſhoulde 
ſlaye both man and Woman, both in⸗ 
kante and Suckling , both Oxen and 
Shepe,and Camels, and Alles: yet 
directing not his doings accozding to 
his commiſſion , but peeldinge vnto 
his owne fantaſie in ſparing the king 
Agag, and the better Sheepe , and 
katte Oxen to ſacrifice as(was pꝛeten⸗ 
ded) vnto the Lozde, was rewar⸗ 
ped with depziuation from his king⸗ 
dome. 

The like maye be ſayde of the rebel⸗ 
{tous Iſraelites in the wildernes ( who 
hauing the pzomiſe of Gods ſpectall 
pꝛotection) yetmurmured oftentimes, 
The lame is plapne in the rebellyous 
Jewes, and b2efelpe thozow oute the 
whole booke of GD D: That whenſo- 
euer the Pꝛophetes be reſiſted, the A⸗ 
poſtles perſecuted, oꝛ anye other ſinne 
whatſoeuer committed: whether it be 
ol the Godly falling by infirmitye , oz 


Exo J. 16. 2. 
17.3 


by the wicked offending of obſtinarye. 


The firſte oꝛiginall and beginning is 
this „ That the worde of the Lowe 
in that reſpecte, is epther not knowne, 
: 4 = 
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oꝛ not remembꝛed: and therefoze Sa⸗ 
than ſtrooke verye depe, and in verye 
derde, at the ſureſt rote of mans lafe⸗ 
— garde, when he put it into the heade of 

his ſonne t heyꝛe Ant ichziſt, the childe 
of perditiõ (the Pope ol Rome) to kepe 
the people fro the knowledge of Gods 
wozde, fo he knewe well ynough that 
the woꝛd of God being manifeſt vnto 
al the woꝛld, as the inſtrument to kope 
man from groſle ſinns: foꝛ very ſhame 
and feare of puniſhment, and manye in 
kapyth and obedience vnto the Lozde fox 
loue, and zeale vnto his glozye, and de- 
lire of their own ſalua tion, whiche o⸗ 
therwile ſhould wander in darkeneſſe, 
and in the ſhadowe of death: becauſe 
that they being blind koꝛ want of know 
N ledge, ſhould haue lwallowed manye 
meates of iniquitye: but to lette him 
goe, and come nearer vnto our ſelues: 
what is the cauſe that euen in this 
light, and gloꝛious Sunne beames of 
Chꝛiſt his Goſpell, ſo many bee ſotted 
and dꝛowned in idolatrie, and ſuper- 
ſtition,, that they are not aſhamed 
__ whanthhe faces, not bluſhing to 


main⸗ 
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maintapne, and defende the HeaSnifh 
faſhion of wotſhtpping of God in ima⸗ 
ges (fo their owne ſhame hath founve 
awap, the woꝛſhipping of the image it 


ſelfe ) but onely this, that the ſeconde 


commandement is blotted out of their 
heart, and alſo out of their bokes, and 
the true expoſition that our Sauioure 


Chziſt giueth vnto the ſame : that the Exod.z0.4 
true wozſhippers ſhall wozſhip in ſpt- Peur.5 8, 


rite and trueth, that as he is a ſpirite, 
requiring ſpirituall ſeruice, is either 
not knowne, oz elſe miſcõſtred, oꝛ what 
is the cauſe, that the blaſphemer of 
Gods name, hath ſuch delight & pleas 
ſure in ſwearing,curſing and pꝛopha⸗ 
ning(9} rather renting m-peeces) the 
deadfull name of the moſte glozioug 
God:but only this that the commaun⸗ 
dement is not betoꝛe his eyes, which is 
enioyned vnto all them that be (oꝛ bee 


deſirous to bee called) the Childꝛen ok 


God, chat they neuer pꝛeſume to take 
his name into their mouch withoute a 
ſinguler reuerence ok his maieſtte, oꝛ 
the thꝛeatninges therevnto annexed, 
Foz GDD pꝛonounceth them that 
ſweare 


Ioh 4.23. 


2. Cor.z. 1 7. 


| 


Iere. 5. 7. 

A nore for 
them that 
ſvveare by 
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ſweare (by thole which were no Gods) 
to be none ok his, ſoꝛ he ſayth they haue 
foꝛſaken him in ſo doing: alſo a man 


faith, Maſſe, that vſeth much ſwearing, ſhall be fil- 


Saint,&c. 
Eccle 23.11, 
Zachl. 5. 4. 


Heb.33.4+ 


led with wickednes, and the plague of 
God ſhall not depart from his horſe, 

vntill it be vtterlye waſted and con ſu: 
med. The Whozemapfter goeth on in 
his filthines, becauſe he loꝛgetteth the 
commaundement of God, Thou ſhalte 
not commit adulterye, and the thzeat- 
nings that Whyozemongers and adul- 
terers, God will iudge. To conclude, 
the lyke ts truely tobe thought of al o⸗ 
ther ſinnes , that the caſting off che 
wozde of God behinde their backs, and 
treading( Gods vengeance thzeatned 
againſt linne) vnder their fate, is the 
firſt ſteppe vnto that intquitie whiche 
they commit, Mowe ik we will apply 
this to oure edification and benefite, 

wer mult learne by the harmes of 0: 
ther men, to bee mote warie and cir⸗ 
cumlpecte: : Ik wee ſee that others be⸗ 
gin their tranſgreſſions, by neglecting 
che woꝛd of God, that we begin oure 
obedience in imbzacing it , in lear⸗ 
ning 
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ning, meditating, and exerciſing otre 
ſelues in the ſame continuallye. Foz 
the Maophet Dauid makethit the one⸗ 


ly ioye and delighte that Godly men Pfal. 1.2. 


can finde iu this wo1ide , Wlherevnto 
appertayneth it that the Lozd appain= 
ted vnto his Seruaunt Ioſua the Go⸗ 
uernmente ok his people in ſive of 


Moſes, ſayth: let not this Books of the Toſus.1,s, 


Loꝛd depart out of thy mouth, but me⸗ 
ditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayeſt obſerue and doe accozding to al 
that is wiitten therein, where you ſ&, 
that hee ſetteth meditation, and conti⸗ 
nuall exerciſe therein, to goe befoze 
the ſeruice of the Lozye, and in d#de 
by very good reaſon, foz the wozdeof 
God being his will, and the thing hee 
eniopneth vs to doe how can it be, that 
wee ſhall dae it befoze we learne it, ann 
howe tanne we learne it, if wee neuer 
giue our ſelues therevnto, nozregary 
it , Tell, howſoeuer the wickep 
of the ole care not fo} it, no2 the 
pꝛeaching thereof, becauſe though 
the hardnefle of their harts, it ſ&meth 
toulifhnelle vnta them, vet ſure we are 6 | 
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ts the power of God vnto ſaluation, 
vnto all thoſe that bel&e it. It is the 
ſworde of the ſpirite that cutteth away 
the bondes of ſinne: It is the Grapne 
of Muſtarde ſ@de,that at firſte is very 
(mall, but taking rote and increaſinge 
in the childzenof God: it groweth vp 
to ſich an heighth, that it polleſleth the 
whole hart and mind: It is v fire which 
burneth and conſumeth the dꝛegges of 
iniquitie. It is alſo that honye the 
ſwetenes whereof doeth boch delighte 
the ſoule, and allo temper the troubles 
ofthis woꝛld, that they become tolle⸗ 
rable and eaſie: it is the rain ſhowers, 
- anddewes moyſtning the ſtonye harte. 
And laſtlye, it is the ſeede whole rotes 

'takethſo derpe holde, and are ſo ſurely 
- faſtened, that it neuer cealleth from 
growing, vntill it bzing the Soule 
which it pollefleth into the kingdome 
ok heauen. This being ſo p2ectous,and 
yet not beleeued, to be ſo by them that 
are not called vnto the fayth of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt. Therefoze the Lozde God, to 
allure them whom he hach elected, and 
to take all excules from them chat bee 
re⸗ 
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reietted, hath ſet downe moͤſte excel- 
lente and ſingular allurementes, and 
lweete ſpeeches vnto them, to inuite 
them vnto a loue and liking of the 
ſame. The wiſe man Salomon bzin⸗ 
geth in the Loꝛde ſpeaking, oz rather 


ſpeaking himſelfe in the name of the 


Love: ſaith, let thine hearte holde faſt 
my woꝛds, kp e my commandements 
and thou ſhalt line, get wiſedome, get 
vnderſtanding, neyther decline from 
the woꝛdes of my mouth. And there he 
ſheweth what the wooꝛde of God ſhall 
bzing vnto the louers thercok: namely, 
honour, riches; long life and ſuch like: 
which in deede ſtgureth to vs all ioyes 
what ſoeuer, whiche the Godly ſhall 
haue in the life to come, if J ſhoulde 
ſtande vpon this, IJ might ſhewe many 
moſte excellent places fo2 this pur⸗ 
poſe; as the excellencie thereof delcri⸗ 


bed by the Pꝛophete Dauid, and the 
great benefites that he p2ofeſlſethhim- 


ſelfe to haue receiued by the ſame. As 


Pro. 4.4. 5-5 
7. 8. &c. to 
the 15. 


Pſa. 19.5. 8. 
1 O. II. I 2, 


that hee had periſhed in his troubles, 


ik the comfozte thereof, had not ſup⸗ 
poꝛted him, and thinketh it no bzagge 


£0 


Pitl. 19.59. 
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to fape, hee hath moe vnderſkanding 


then his teachers, becauſe his medita⸗ 
tion was in the wozve of God, and vn⸗ 
derſtoode moze then the aunctent, be- 
cauſe he kept Gods pꝛeceptes, and he 
was made wtfcr then his enemies, 
becauſe Gods pꝛeceptes were al- 
wayes with him, The whole 119. 
Plalme,tis concerning this argument. 
And was it ſo excellent, ſo pꝛectous, 
and fo fruitefull in Dauid fo} himſelke 
onlyꝛ na, but it is alſo fo2 our inſtructi⸗ 
on, that we might bee ſtirred vp by the 
example of Dauid, to take fo great de⸗ 
light in it, as hee did: fo2 God is the 
ſame he was, and his woꝛde of it ſelfe 
is fozcible ( if not mote forcible ) then it 
was. So that we need not to deſpaire 
of Gods goovnes in thts cauſe, Foz 
fure the cauſe why we come ſo farre 
behinde Dauid in zeale and godlines, 
ts our owne careleſneſſe, and hardnes 


of heart, and our pꝛeſumption in that 


wee (with Peter here) perſwade gur 
ſelues better ol our ſelues, then in deed 
we either ncede 02 Houlde. Let vs then 


awake, and ſhake off the * | 
_ of 
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ok our ſoule, let vs vnloade our ſelues, 
of all that pzeſſeth downe, let vs 
looke vnto that, which God commaun⸗ 
deth, and not co that imall pꝛoceeding 
which wee haue made, and ſo much the 
rather (my deare beloued bꝛethzen) 
becauſe wee ſee the wozlde mote lulled 


ta ſecuricie then euer it was, befoze 


that wee can eyther reade oꝛ heare of. 
The woꝛd of God hath no moze fozce, 
with the greateſt number, then ik they 
were fockes oz ſtones, whereas the 
thteatninge of Gods vengeaunce a⸗ 
gaynſt ſinne, ſhoulde pꝛicke their 
heartes , and moue them to repen⸗ 
taunce, It bzingeth them a fleepes 
whereas the pꝛeaching of the Goſpell 
ſhoulde bzinge them to Fayth in 
Chziſte, it ſ#meth vnto them a fa- 
ble, and a meere muention ok men: 
nowe the caſe ſtanding deſperatelp 
with them ( fox this is the cauſe why 
Tlpeakeit ) Jt behooueth vs to bee 


- mote circumlpecte and carefull , that 
the lone, and liking, and continual ex⸗ 


erciſe, and obedience, in, and vnto the 
woꝛde of God, doe ſo poſſeſſe vs that 
we 


Iohn 3.24. 


pꝛide ok mans hearte, and confidence 
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wee neuer bee dꝛawne from the ſame, 
but ſo ſurely faſten our ſoules, heartes, 
and wils thereunto, that we may there 
by haue a ſure teſtimony in our con- 
ſciences, that wee bee the Childzen of 


God, becauſe we keepe his commaun⸗ 


dementes. Ahereas contrary the wic⸗ 


Ked haue within them a note ol con⸗ 
demnation, in that they regarded not 


Gods wozde, neither haue any regarde 


in hearing, oz learning, oz pꝛactiling 
the ſame in their life and conuerſa- 


The ſecond bꝛaunch ok Peters pꝛe⸗ 


ſumptton, conſiſteth in this, that hee 
ſayth: l am ready to goe with thee into 
. priſon and vnto death. Peter thought he 
was ſtrong inough to be a Martyꝛ, whẽ 
in deede he had ſcarce learned the pꝛin⸗ 
ciples ot his faith, no; that which is 


moſte neceſfary fo2 all men to knowe: 
namely, his owne power and hability, 


- and howe hee mult learne to ſtande be⸗ 


foe the Loꝛd. Here you ſee Peter thin⸗ 
king himſelfe a valiaunt ſouldier, and 
pet is not ſo, out of which wee note the 


that 


FE Peters fall, 5 
that fleſh and bloud conceiueth of hiui⸗ 

ſelke. Foz by natute we are ſo blinde 

that though we be naked, pet we vaunt 

our ſelues as though we were go2ge- 

duſly apparelled, though wee be of no 

fozce to doe any thing. Pet we followe 
Nemerode and his wicked complices, 

and thinke to build a tower to heauen. Gen 11.3. 
Ik we viewe the ſtoꝛies of the woozde of 

God, concerning them that haue thus 

bagged of their owne power, we ſhall _ 
fee their ſucceſſe moſt-infoztunate,Pha- Exod. 5. 2.3; 
raoh being ſo pꝛoud inhimſeclfe,thathe 14-27» 
tontemnech God euen in flat wozdes, | 

yet the rewarde of his pꝛide was his 
deſtruction in the red lea. Goliah who 1. Sam. 17. 8, 
railed on che liuing Lozd and his chil⸗ #** 

dien, was ouerthzowne with a ſtone, 

by (the weake man) little Dauid, ea 


and euen ok them that ſeemed to bee 


great pillers in the Church ol God, ass 


Rehaboham the ſonne of wiſe Solo- 2:Chron-To 
mon, who though pꝛide ſaith vnto 7 
hisſublectes thee will make his little 
finger heauier vnta them, then all his 
Fathers body: butfox his pꝛide, tenne 
parts okhis kingdom was taken from 

E. him. 
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him. And therfoze the Low both know⸗ 
ing and fozeſeeing that wee are moſte 
fit and ready to bee infected with this 


- diſcaſe; hath pꝛouided by ſpectall com- 


Deut,$.17, 


Iudg.5.2. 


© niaundement fo2 his childꝛen in this 


caſe. Beware ſaith he, leaſt thou ſaye in 
thy heart, my power, and the ſtrength 
of my owne hande hath pꝛepared mee 
this ſubſtaunce. But remember the 
Lozd thy God: it is he that giueth thee 
power to get ſubſtance. 

And to thts purpoſe it is:when the 
Lowe ozdfined Gedion, to deliuer 
his people, and hee had gathered a 
great multitude together: God com⸗ 
maunded him to lende manye of them 
away, leaſt Iſrael (ſaith he) vaunt a⸗ 
gainſt me, and ſaye, my owne power 
hath laued me. And therefo;e it be- 
hooueth vs, ſeeing the ſhamekull fall 


of the pꝛoud and high conce ited people: 


and contrarywiſe, the ſpeciall com⸗ 
maundement that God hath ſet downe 
vnto vs in this behalfe , that wee ſhun 
and beware the one, any diligently 
embzace and followe the other. And 


the better to apply our ſelues onto this 


hu- 
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humilitie of ſpirite, let vs marke what 
reaſons the holy Ghoſte vſeth to per⸗ 
lwade vs thereunto, They be elpects 
ally two molt fozcible and ſtrong. The 
fir ſte is the conſideratien of our eſtate 
by nature: as namely the metall where 


ok wee be made. It is not onely earth, 
which we dayly treade vnder our feete, Gen. 2.7. 


but euen the very duſt and ſlime ofthe 
earth, we are robbe d and vtterly ſpop⸗ 
led of all our good giftes whatſdeuer, 
and ſo lye wallowing in the my2e of 
ſinne. There is no man that finneth 
not. All are gone aftraye, and are bez 


come vnpꝛofitable, there is none that pal. 14.3. 
voth good. rio not one, our condition in 7 . 
this wozld is moſt miſerable. A con⸗ ** 375% 


tinuall warrefare, our age is as the 
lengch of a ſpanne, our ſubſtaunce re⸗ 
mayning we know not to whome, and 
which ok all other is moſte miſerable, 
after this lyfe ( not called to grace in 
this Pilgrimage) the pꝛay of Sathan, 
the firebzanve ok Hell, So that the 
right and dite conſfderation of this, 
is able to pull downe the outeſke 
Champion in the wozlde, and te 


I. King. 8.46 
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conſume al the figgeleaues of vanitie, 
and pꝛide of mans hearte whatſoeuer, 


And in deed tt is moſt effectuall in the 
Gen. 18 27, Childzen of God. It moued Abraham 


to terme himſelke duſt and aſhes, It 


3.11. made Moyſes ſaye, who am J that I 


ſhould go to Pharaoh, the fame is to be 


1. Sam. 18. 8 ſeene of David, hauing the kinges 


Daughter offered to wife: who am J 
(ſaith hee) o2 what is my Fathers 
houſe in Iſrael, that J ſhoulde bee the 


kings ſonne in lawe. So then it they 


being moued with the conſideration of 
their naturall.eſtate, haue thus paſſed 
their time with all humilitie: much 


mote tt is our duetie ſo to doe, conſide⸗ 
ring that our inſitmities be many moe 
then theirs, which ought to abaſe. vs 
lower then they. A fecond argument, 


the ſpirite of God vſeth ln the whole 
Scriptures, to mooue all men to hu⸗ 
militie, and that is this: to conſiver 


whence they haue that good thinge 


which they polleſſe, whether it bee ri⸗ 
ches, honour, plealure, life, oz whatſo- 


euer it is, all commeth from the Low. 
therefoze no man is to arrogate 


any 


1 
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any thing vnto himſelle in any reſpect 
of them. Thiche reaſon the Apo- 
ſtle Paule vſeth in expꝛeſſe woꝛdes, to 
beate downe the pꝛide of the Corin- 


i 4 Cor,q.7 


thians , ſaying : hat halt thou, thou 


haſt not receaued, tf thou haſte recea- 
ued it, why reioyceſt thou as though 
thou haſt not receaued if, So then this 
argument ought to be infozce with e- 


uerpe one of vs, Foz ik thou be riche, 


who did giue it vnto the, The Lozde 
giueth and is able to take awaye. It 
thou bee in eſtimation in the woꝛlde: 
The Lozd ſetteth vp and pulleth down, 
Tf thou haſte cunning oz ſkill in anye 
thing whatſoeuer. And ik thou arte 
come to the knowledge of God his 
woꝛde and fayth in Chꝛiſt Jeſu. It is 


Lob, 1. 2 1. 


t. Sam. 2,7. 


Exod. 3 1.3. 


the gikte of GOD, and not of chy Ephe. 3.8. 


ſelfe, So that in all thinges whatſoc- 
uer, thou art to humble thy ſelf, know⸗ 
ing this, that thou haſt nothing of thy 
ſelfe but a lumpe of ſinne. And if God 
hath beſtowed his gikte vppon the in 
greater meaſure then vpon others thy 
Bzethzen, that are as deare vnto him, 
as thou arte ; thou haſt no iult occaſion 

3 to 
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to be puffed vp therewithall: But con- 

trariwiſe. Foz ik thou be the ſtewarde 

| much, thine accoũt ſhall be foꝛ much: 
t thou halt fiuc Talents the L62d will 


Mat. 25. 20. Joke fo the increaſe of fue: It thou 


halte moe riches then others, it is be⸗ 
ſtowed vppon thee that thou mayſt re- 
leug and ſuccour thoſe that want, Not 
to laye vp inſtoze foꝛ thy ſelfe foꝛ ma⸗ 


Tube. 12. ic ny yeares, oz to beſtowe it in exceſſe of 


pꝛide 92 banquetting . It thou haſte 


moze wiledome oz learning, moze 


knowledge oz feling ok Gods grares 
in the then others hane, it is not onlye 
fo: thy ſelfe, but alſo foꝛ the benefite of 
that body whercof thou art a member, 
Tf the graces and gifts of GOD bee 
thus firſt conſidered from whence they 
came, then employed to thoſe endes 
wherevnto the Lozd hath oꝛdained the; 
they will be ſo farre from exalting him 
that hath them by making him-pzoud, 


that they will ingender inhima greate 


and linguler humilitte: 


3 Peter. 
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Peter followed a farre off. IUAhen dur 
Sautour Chziſte walked at ubertpe, 
many thouſands followed him and ſ- 
med very deſirous of his doctrine; but 
now when he is appꝛehended and lyke «+ 
to ſuffer trobles fo2 his doings, they al 
foꝛſake him, only Peter followeth pea⸗ 
king aloufe, | 

It Chziſte had bene nothing elle 
but a familiar friende vnto them, yet 
this hadde bene greate ingratitude in 
them: But he was their maiſter, their 
Lodde and their God, therefoze their 
faulte the greater. But let vs leaue 
them all, and conſider Peter his do- 
inges onlye. Not long befoze his cou⸗ 
rage was ſo ſtoute, that he would ſtand 
when all fledde, he woulde laye downe 
his life foꝛ him, and ſemed to bee 
diſpleaſed with his Mayſter, that he 
woulde not ſuffer him fo to doe , ſay- 
ing: Why can not J follow thek now? 1, 13.37 
But when hee lech playnelye that his | 
Mayſter is in trouRtes ind#de, then he 
pulleth in the ſhoulder, the burthen is 

heauie vnto him, befoze hee 


A 1 
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he is verp deſirous to ſerue Chyift, but 
hee is rot willing to take paynes with 
him. So were the Iſraelites very de⸗ 


Exod. r. 3. ſirous to come to Can aan, but loath to 


be troubled by the waye in the wilder⸗ 

Num. 13. nes. They that went to view the Land 
of Canaan with Caleb any Ioſua, cũ⸗ 

23.29, telled it to be a countrie ſo frujtfull, that 
| it floweth with milke and honye, & did 
deſire to come thither , neuertheleſle 
they were vnwilling to enter combat 
wich the Iebuſites, Am alachites, Ca- 
nanires,and other people that ſhoulde 
be ouercome befoꝛe they ſhould poſſefſe 
it, The Sonnes of Zehede, did deſire 
to ſit at Chꝛiſts elbow in his kingdom, 
but they had foꝛgotten that they muſte 
firſt dz inke ol the Cup that Chziſte did 
"RR dꝛinke of, and to be baptized with his 
e baptiſme,And therefo2e it is that oure 
Sauiour Chiilte tearmeth thoſe hea- 


Math. 20 21 


rers, whom tribulatid doth dꝛiue from 


the Goſpell, to bee like vnto the ſtonye 
grouny into the which the woꝛd of god 


can ſend norote, becauſe of the hard⸗ 
nes therof. Manp allo did depart from 


Chiilte,which beloze din follow bow 
_ 


P 
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willingly, becauſe their grole capacity 
coulde not conceaue, howe they ſhoulde 
eat the fleſh of the ſonne ol man  d2ink 


his blood: and truly the wozld is full of Loh. 5,6. 


ſuch people at this daye, that be verye 


willing to heare and learne the woꝛde 


of God, becauſe that they know that it 
is the way t o eternall life, but ik anye 
troubles choulde ſ#me to ariſe fo2 the 
ſame, they axe gone: they are willinge 
to come to Chꝛiſte by nighte, becauſe 
they feare troubles by daye, but they 
are not diſcerned in theſe dayes, by 
their reuolting in time of perſecution, 
becaule (the Lozdes name be pꝛayſed 
fo2 it) all men may frelye pꝛofeſſe the 
Goſpell, but by their carnall and fleſh- 

Ive conuer ſation, their contrarye lyfe 
and dealing, fo2 the tre is knowne by 
the fruit:they loue to heare how to come 
to heauen, but they like not this, that 


they muſt addzeſle themſelues to obe- Mach. . x6, 


dience , that they muſt fozſake their 
wicked connerſation, and frame their 
doinges to the rule ok Gods Mozve 

and therefoze they turne the grace of 


8 9 D into wantonneſle, Do there be Tude,g; 
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a great number that bee followers of 
Beter in this poynt: fo; he followen 
becauſe of his pꝛemiſe, but it was a 
karre oll, ſo they followed the Gocpell, 
pecauſe ol their pꝛeſent ſaſegard which 
elſe they could not enioy, but as Peter 
durſt not come neare foz feare of trou⸗ 
bles,ſo dare they come no faſter on, foz 
feare of after clappes, they thinke that 
kckping themſelues aloute, xhey maye 


be ſafe at all ſeaſons, if a change come: 


fo2 which they gape, then they thinke 
they maye with honeſty change: lyke⸗ 
wiſe, whereas if they ſhoulde bee deſi⸗ 
rous ta pull dawne Papiſtrie (if then 
bee in authozitie) and earneſtlye el⸗ 
ſtabliſhe the pꝛeaching of the Gotpell, 
they ſhould be aſhamed in thoie dayes, 
whiche Jtruft ſhall neuer bee, but in 
the meane while, lette them knowe 
that they haue well pꝛolited towarde 
the Diuell when they bee in that caſe ; 
fo manye dene with Peter, but fewe 
wepe with him. Mell howſoeuer it be 
that the Woylve doe thus fall from the 
Loꝛde, and pull awaye their ſhgitlder 
from his ohedpence , yet they — 
rare 
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feare God in dee, and doe vnfaynedly 

beleue that which they pꝛolelle, dae to⸗ 

geather with the pꝛokeſſion thereof vn⸗ 

der go, and willingly receine all trou⸗ 

bles which kollow the ſame. They firſt Luke. 14.28. 
fit them downe and caft their accounts 
(as Chziſt counſayleth them) and not 

raſhly aduenture they knom not what, 

as Peter did: So did Moiſes, though 

he might haue hay great pꝛekerment in Heb. rr. 23. 
Pharao his Court, yet he choſe rather 

to ſuffer affliction with the childzen of 

the Loꝛd, then to inioy the pleaſures of 

ſinne fo2 a ſeaſon, knowing this to be 

moſt true: that it is better tobe a doe Pfal.34. 10. 
ker per in the houſe of the Lozd, then to 

dwelin the tabernacles of wickedneſſe. 

Then if we deſire to come vnto y place 
wherevnto theſe are gone, we mult fol- 

low their god examples, J know it foꝛ 

a molt certapne truth,that all that will 

live godlye in Chꝛiſt Jeſit,ſhall ſuffer 
perſecutta.And therfoze we muſt ende⸗ | 
|  ro2ourſelues to indure 5 ſame,fo2 we , Tin . 12, 
ſhull haue lathan continually to aſſlayle 
vs with diners tẽptatiõs, we ſhal haue 
the wozld,allurmg vs vnto the deuiſes 
„ _ © * thereof 


4 
Lo 
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thereofby ſundzieentiſements,yea and 
our own fleſhe(thzough the condition of 
oure cozrupte nature) vnceſſauntlye 
picking vs forward into all kindes of 


vanitye:ſo true is is that Eccleſiaſti- 
Ecele 27.5 cus ſaàyth. That temptation tryeth the 


heartes of man: now as the Lozd hath 
oꝛdayned that theſe trials ſhoulde be- 
kall his childꝛen in this wozlde, ſo he 
hath alſo lefte eſpeciall conſideration 
unto them, and 02dapned meanes howe 


Ephe, 6. 13. they muſt be overcome. That one place 


okthe Apoſtle Paule to the Epheſians, 
is ſufficient foʒ this matter to furniſh 
the ſouldier of Chꝛiſt with complet ar 
mour. The fürſte is: that his loynes 
Houlbe be girved with the truth: That 
is, a ſincere mind and affection, put- 
ting awaye all diſſimulation whatſoe⸗ 
uer.Secondly, his bꝛeſt muſt be fencey 
with righteouſnes: that is, his lite and 
conuerſation muſt be holy and bp2ight, 
 Thirdlye, the p2eparatton of the Gol- 
pell ot peace. That is the d 


ths 
onto depend vpon the econ 


that the Goſpell affoveth. Fourthlye, 
the Shielde of Fayth , that is the lafe 
pꝛo⸗ 


\ 
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pꝛotection, that yon may haue thozowe 
an vndoubted faith. Fiftly, the hel- 
met ok laluation, that is, an earneſt de- 
ſire of the kingdome of heauen. Sixt⸗ 
ly the ſwo2de of the ſpirice, which is the 
woo2de-of God: It is called a fwozde, 
becauſe thozowe it ſatan is beat backe, 
the wozlde crucified vnto vs, and our 
owne linnes cut away, Seauenthly, 
the laſt and chtefeft, is continuall pꝛay⸗ 
er vnto God, fo; thereby his grace is 
obtained to ouercome all temptations, 
and his pꝛotection to ſhielde vs from 
falling: lo that theſe thinges being ta⸗ 
ken vnto vs aright, they will helpe vs 
to paſſe though all troubles oz afflic- 
tion in this wozlde,whatſoeuer, 
And when they had made a ßre, & c. It 4 
followeth to ſpeake of theſe accedenta- 
rie cauſes , which were without jhim, 
oz avioyned vnto him, which bee in 
number two, The firlt, is the compa⸗ 
np, wich whome, and the ſecond, place 
where: the company be the hie Pieſts 
ſeruants. Fo? as it appeareth in this 
Chapter, when they had taken Chiift 
and. ought him to the place appoin⸗ 
| ted, 


Gen. 19.8. 


peters fall. | 
ted they hating done their keate came 
into the hall, and making a fire there 
to warme them, Peter ſate downe alſo 
amongeſt them: marke howe fitly Pe⸗ 


ter applieth himſelfe to the time ; and 
companyed the pꝛofeſſers of Chyilt the - 
p2okeſled; but with perſecuto2s he de⸗ 
nieth, Peter is not the firſt of the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of God, Þ hath bene ouergone, and 
taken tardie in this faſe , which beyng 
corrupted with wicked company. Foꝛ 
the ſeruant of God, Lot being ſoꝛe vp⸗ 


pꝛeſſed with the rigozous dealing of 


Gen. W. 2. 


Gen. 42.15. 


the wicked Sodomites, was conſtray⸗ 


ned to palle the tampas ofhis religis, 
c to bſe vnlawfull meanes to keepe the 


ſtrangers (whõ he had lodged) fe vio⸗ 
Ice, offring his daughter to be vſed at 
their filthy pleaſure. So faithful Abra- 


ham was c6pelled to make a lie fo2 his 


owne ſafegary in the country of Gerar 
reporting his wife to bee his ſiſter, be⸗ 
tauſe the inhabitants had not the feare 
of God befo1e their eyes, godly Ioſepn 


dwelling in «egypt amongſt the wice 
ked, thzough cuſtome and long conti⸗ 
nuante was bꝛought to bꝛeake the 4 

telt 
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feit point of his religion the wozthip of 
God, and to ſweare by the life of Pha- 
raoh: holy Daniel, by teaſon of conti⸗ 
nuall failiaritie, with king Darius 


ring ſpeech. D king liue fo2 cuer. 
Zealous beter in this place, abiding 
wich govleſſe perſetutoꝛs, is become a 


denyer ok his maiſter. The conſiderati⸗ 


on ot this: namely, that the companyof 
the wicked is kozcible to peruert euen 
the godly minded. The wiſe man Salo- 
mon ta giue his ſonnt this counſell, en. 


ſeruants, vſed alſo that kinde of flatte⸗ Dan. s. z t. 


ter not into the way ofp wicked x walk Pro. 4. 14. 


not in the wap of the wicked men, and 


in another place, deſire not to bee with 24 1. 


them. It was a ſpeciall pecepte ſec 
down to the Iſraelites, that they Hould 
eſpecially take heede that they make 


no couenant with the inhabitauntes of 


the lande, whither they wente, leait 
they be the cauſe of their ruine. But 
litle regarding this cõmandemẽt made 
league W cht, therekoze the puniſhment 


xcd. 34.12. 


did alſo fall vpon thẽ, ko 9 ſpirit of god Tofi9.15, 


ſayth, they ſhall be as thoꝛnes in their 


ſides,+how ſharply thep pzicked thẽ, it rudg.3.2. 


appea ; 
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appeareth though the whole Bookes 
of Iudges, Samuel, and the Kinges. 


Z.Cro, 16.5. King Aſa , betauſe be made a league 


B. 31. 


Euſcb. 3 25. backe ſtiddenly, and ſaide to them that 


with Benhadad king of Aran, was 


therfoze puniſhed with wars athis life 


time. But the example ot Ioſaphir the 


king ok luda, is notable to this pur- 
pole, who becauſe he ioyned with A- 
chab, being a wicked king, they both 
were diſcomfited in battell, the conſide- 


ration of this moued the Apoſtle Saint 
Rom. 16 17. Paul,toerhaztthe Church of God,that 


they ſhould marke thoſe that made dil⸗ 


cention, and flic krom their companie: 
lchn 10. and likewiſe S. Iohn, that we ſhoulde 
not bid them God ſpeede, that is, haue 


ſo little to do with them, that we ſhould 
ſhew them no ſigne of kamiliaritie: 
and ſurely hee ſhewed an excellent ex⸗ 


ample of the ſame himſelfe. Foz as we 
reade in the Eccleſtaſticall hiſtone, hee 


tomming into a bath to waſh him, and 


eſpipitg the wicked and great Here⸗ 


tike Cirinthus in the lame: leaped 


were with him, let vs goe hence, leaſt 


the Bath tall vpon vs, wherein is Ci- 
rihthus 


| 
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rinthus, the enemye ok God and his 
truth. The ſame in the fozeſaide ſtozie 
is repozted of Policarpus, ſaint Iohns 
ſcholler: who meeting Martian in the Euſeb. 4. 3. 
face, ſaid nothing vnto him: but when 
the pꝛoude heretike ſayde, doeſt thou 
not knowe vs: hee anſwered: Pes, J 
knowe thee to bee the firſte begotten of 
Satan. To conclude, the Pꝛophet le- rerem.x5.17 
remic lamenting his owne caſe, that 
he ſhould be reſerued to line in ſo wic⸗ 
ked a time as that was, pꝛoteſtech that 
he did not ſitte in the aſſemblp of moc⸗ 
kers, but ſate alone. Now ik this mfec⸗ 
tion be ko daungerous, that it ouerta⸗ 
keth the childꝛen ol God, ik the ſpirit of 
God hath giuen vs ſo many caueates, 
if the godly haue ſo warely looked vnto 
them lelues, and auoided it. how much 
greater ought our care to bee in this 
caſe, becauſe the infection is now moꝛe 


dangerous, che plague moze comon, c 


the euils moze rife in all places, And 
notwithſtanding all theſe pzecepces, F 
examples, pet ifwee conſider the trade 
of the woꝛlde, and dealing of the moſt 


in this reſpect we ſhall finde, that it ia a 


D. thing 


Grnze. 
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thing made indifferent, and as it were 
at amans choiſe, to chuſe his famili⸗ 
artcie, to marrie the daughters of God 
ta the ſonnes of men, (fo that they bee 
rich) is thought no ſinne: That is, if he 
that prote ſleth the woꝛd of God, match 


his daughter to jan idolatrous Papiſt 


of ſufficient landes and reuennues, it 
is accounted no crime. The man that 
is in the wozlde a buyer, 92 a ſeller, ca⸗ 
reth not with whom he make his match 


| fo that it be fo2 his pꝛoſite. The game⸗ 


ſter, ſo that hee may haue his pleaſure 
in gaming, careth not whether it bee 
Turke 62 Iewe, Gods ſeruant oz Sa⸗ 
tans, that beare hin company. Map it 


is growen to that, that Dauids ſonne 


cannofbe nourtered aright vnlelle hee 
be ſent to Pharaohs court. The mar⸗ 
chaunts of England cannot be riche p* 


nough, vnleſſe he make his continuall 


abode in Spaine, and ſuch other idola⸗ 
trous nations, where he cannot conti⸗ 
nue without daplp leruice vnto Baal. 


The Gentleman can not bee ſiiffictent 
ciuill, vnleſſe he go ouer into Italie to 


fetch home the pꝛactiſes of Mach — 
And 
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And pet the pꝛouerbe is not vnknow⸗ 
en in England, though it did arile in 
Italie. That an Engliſhman Italinate 
is à diuell incarnate: well, che woozde 
of Gad alloweth na ſuch dealing, but 
commaundech the contrary, So that 
it behooueth all them that feare God, 
to lsoke vnto themſelues, and it they 
finde cheir owne conſciences acccuſtng 
them in this reſpect, that they rekoꝛme 
it: and as fo? the other, it will ſeeme 
but a mockerie vnto them, But they 
chall beare their owne ſhame, The 
Wophete Dauid beeing in ſtraunge 
lanves, becauſe he was baniſhed from: 
his owne countrye, by the rigozous 
dealing of king Saule, lamented his 
owne eſtate, ſaping, woe is mee, that 
J am conſtratned to dwel in Matnech, 
and to haue mine abode amongeſt che 
tents of Cedar. And the great griele 
that he had in his hearte, then mooued 
him to pꝛonounce the ſparrowes eſtate 
to bee moſt happie, to builde her neaſt 
neare to the Aulter: ſo great was his 
deſire to go away from the wicked, and 


to come thither wher Gon is deuoutly 


= ſerued 


Pal, T2 0.5 N 
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ſerued: I woulde to God, that all they 
that haue anyTteeling and taſt of Gods 
truth, would haue that care in this re⸗ 
ſpect, that is expedient, and ſo much p 
rather fo2 that wee be mingled ſo with 
Antichziſtes pzophane perſons , Pa⸗ 
piltes, x others of Satans bzood,þ) wee 
_— vtterly auotd them, vnleſle (as 
S. Paul ſaith)we will go out of p would; 
pet fo2 oll h we ought to bear thẽ aloof, 
to vſe no familiaritie with them. But 
ſeeke to adioyne our ſelues to thẽ that 
feare God: & ſurely if we obſerue this 
oꝛ der, we 4 not what great: good 
we may do euẽ top wicked, fo he may 
by occaſion thereof, thinke thus with 
himſelfe:why doe theſe men ſhunne mp 
company? what am J: what foule en⸗ 
nozmitie is in me, that they deteſte: 
and Iknow, J am a dꝛunkarde, oz J 
am a whozemonger, oz J am a ſwea⸗ 
ret: if men will not come neare me, be⸗ 
cauſe of my ſinne: ſure God will re⸗ 
tect me much rather. Therekoge it is 
beſt foꝛ me to amende. J am perſwa- 
ded, that where this oꝛder is obſerued, 
the wicked come into ſuch * 
0 
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ok themlelues very often, and the Loꝛd 
may wozke, ſo that it maye bee the be⸗ 


ginning of their conuerſion, whereas 


if we kepe them company, it wee ban⸗ 
quet, eate, and dꝛinke with them, and 
ſhewe them a familiar countenaunce, 
we kerpe them ſecretlye in their ſinnes, 
and ſo we being hinderers of their re⸗ 
pentaunce, bythis meanes are perta⸗ 
kers of their ſinnes, Then let Lot go 
out of Sodome, leaſt he be burned : let 
Noah get him into the Arke, leaſt he 
be dꝛowned: lette them that feare the 
Logd God of heauen, go out from the 
company of the wicked, leaſt they be 
partakers of their ſinnes, and ſo conſe- 
quently of their pumſhment : J knowe 
what this wozketh in the rep2obate, & 
how they account of the godlye fo ſo 
doing: they ſay, they be pꝛoud, ſtrange 
and diſdapnefull perſons . But J had 


Ge 1.19. 17 


verſe. 7. 


rather they ſhoulde thinke and ſpeake 


ſo of me kalſiy, then being familiar with 
the wicked, to pꝛouoke the Loꝛde my 
God, vnto anger wilfully. 

Peter alſo ſate done, c. Now follow⸗ 
eth the laſt cauſe, which is the place 
3 to 
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to wit, the warme fire, a verpe foꝛcible 
thing, to ouerthꝛow the ſtrongelt Ser: 
tant of God, vnleſſe Gods ſpectall fa- 
1:02. doe ſupport him, foꝛ what a greate 
tẽptation was this, Peter wh? he follo- 
wed Chiiſt at his holes, din ſuffer hun. 
ger, cold, æ much trouble, but now whe 
he folſoweth a far off, he cometh to the 
warn: fire, no doubt ſatans deuiſe was 
to bꝛing him to this mind. Js it true, » 
when J do but flack a little fro my vlu⸗ 
al zeal, my condition is ſo much bette⸗ 
red. Doubtles if J leaue it altogether, 
T ſhall come to ſome excellente eſtate, 
And ſurely ſatan hath vſed this tempta 
tion,to many of Gods childz7,and doth 
alſo vſe it dayly. Foz he p is pone ſhall 
haue the diuell put thele thinges in his 
hart. I tand now in nede, J wani ma- 
ny things, that others haue, & Imight 
haue the ſame, if I would leaue off that 
pꝛeciſenes, in following Gods woꝛd in 
al points, what ned is 5; J ſhould do 
ſd, did not Chꝛiſt die fo2 ſins, æc. Then 
when he is come to this, his Tempter 
wil not leaue him, til he haue bꝛoughte 
den to Fe depth ol vniul> dealing. - 
the 
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the lechereus man he will tempte with 
[wetenes cf that fin : ambitious man 
with exceſſe of honoꝛ, the pzoude man 
with bzauerp of rapment,to ſaye all in 
one woꝛd, he teinpteth al men, eyther w 
that.y their coʒrupt affections do lult 
after,o2 elſe with that which they ſeme 
to want in this wozld. Foꝛ ſo was the 
beloued ſeruant ot god Dauidyhe ſaith 
platniy, that whẽ hee did ſe the wicked 
pꝛoſper, not being in trouble, as other 
men were, hauing all thinges at their 
harts deſtre,# pet ſetting their toungs 
c dæds euen againſt heauen the hielt 
that his fot was almoſt gone, and his 
ſteys had well nie llipt, and that he had 
then clenſed his harte in vaine, c wal⸗ 
ked in innocency, koꝛ he was dailye vit- 
niſhed. Let vs wey this diligently and 
ſure it is a foze tẽptation, if we copare 
p ſtate of the wicked, e the condition of 
5 godly in this together, and haue no 


further reſpecte, wee ſhall ſurelye bee 


bꝛought to ſaye, it is a vaine thing to 
ſerue God: Dauid being pꝛeſled with 10% 
this diſtres, was very careful to fearch | 


out. * cauſe ot it. But though hee did 
4 beate 


Pſal. 73. 2. 3. 
4.5. &c. 


ob. 21. 15. 


Pfal, 73.17. 
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beate his bꝛaine neuer ſo muche, vet it 
was ſo paynefull a thing foz him to 


ſearch out by naturall reaſon. (Foz it 


is a thing that mans wit cannot reache 


vnto) Mhat did he then 2 vntill J went 


vnto the ſanctuarte, then did J vnder⸗ 
ſtande their ende, then we ſ& how Da- 
vid was tempted, and how he auopdey 


it, the which thing wee muſt applye to 
pur ſelues in this cale, foꝛ Satan doth 


even at this daye, vſe his Engine to 
batter the fayth ol man, but wee muſte 
go into the Sanctuarꝛe of God, that is 
into his woꝛde, and pꝛaye to God that 
his ſpirite may be dur guides, and then 
wee ſhall \ that they ſhall ſtande in 
llip p ery places, and periſh as a dꝛeam. 
and flouriſhing as a flower, bee quickly 
cut dodn, and caſt into the foꝛnace of e⸗ 
ternal condemnation, contrartwiſe,the 
godly being troubled here foꝛ a tyme, 
hall quietly be releaſed, and eniope the 
ſight of God fo2 euer. This being that 
ſhield wherwithal many ok the childzen 
of God, haue dꝛiuen back the blowes of 


this tẽptatiõ, vet notwithſtanding ma⸗ 


nyof Gods childꝛen haue bin 3 | 
wit 
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with it, foꝛ 9 warmth of wozlvly pꝛoms 
tion is a ſweet poiſon, c very delicate at 
the firſt, So was this fire very pleaſãt 
and pꝛeuayled with Peter. The like is 1. Sam. 19.8. 
plaine in Dauid, who when hee was 
troubled, did fight the Lo2ds battayle, 

molt valiantly, and ouercome the Phi⸗ 

liſtines triumphantlpe, and doubtlelle 

framed his conuerſation accoꝛding to 

Gods word very ſincerely. But when : 13 80 "= 
he was ſetled in the kingdome of 11ra- ? 

el, and fighting agaynſt his enemies by 

his Lienetenants and Captaynes, and 

he quiet at home, counted thoſe two 

moſt groſſe ſinnes, of murther in kil⸗ 

ling Vriah, and adulterp, in taking vn⸗ 

to him Bethſabe his wife. His Sonne 2. Chro. 1.6. 
Solomon at the firſt ſerued God verye 
deuoutly, and God bleſſed him with all 

wiſedome, honour, wealth, and dignt- 

fie that his hart could deſire, But ber⸗ 

ing beſotted in the ſlepe of ſecuritye, 1. King. 11.4. 
fell from the Loꝛd into main Idolatry. 

From which it is not read in the woꝛde 

of God, whether euer hee departed by 
repentaunce oꝛ no. king Aſa in the be- 

ginning was very zealous foz the glo- 2. Chr. 14. t 
rpe 2.5·.4·&Kc. 
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ryoftheLozd God, and bꝛoke downe 
Jdolatrie, and did chat whiche was 
good in che ſight ofthe Loꝛde. But af- | 
terwardes fozgetting Gods godneſſe 
towards him, and fl ping in wozldlye 
delightes, foꝛſoke G DD, and put 
his truſte whenhee was ſicke, in Whi⸗ 
16.12. litiong. Vꝛziah ſought the Lozde in 
the dapes ol Zachary the Bꝛieſte and 
Chro. 2 6, Noſpered. But in the ſame Chapter 
1. &c. ic. ver. it is repoꝛted: that when he was ſtrõg 
his hart was Ufted vp to his deſtructi⸗ 
on. So harde it is to flowe in the 
pꝛoſperity of the woꝛld, and entoye the 
warmth of woꝛldly delights, w:thoure | 
reuolting(oꝛ at 5ᷣ leaſt)ſlack pzoceding «< | 
in che ſeruice ofthe Lozde, and to this | 
purpoſe is that of the Pꝛophet, ſpea⸗ 
king of the backſliding of the Alrae⸗ 
lites, they were filled ſayeth hee, and | 
their heart was exalted,theretoze haue 
they koꝛgotten me. 
The conlideration hereot moued the 
iſe man Solomon, o rather the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Agur to pꝛay vnto the Lo2d,yhee 
would neither giue him pouertye no 
riches, leaſt(layth he) J be tull & = 
| the 


Hoſe. 13. 6 


Pro. 30.8. 
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the and lay, who is the Lozd: and leat 
Abe pone and ſteale, and take the name 
of my God in vayne. Jt mwued Dauid 


to ſaye, It is god fo2 mee that J haue Pal. 29.71. 


bene attitcced, that I maye learne thy 
ſtatutes, fo2 befoze thou didſt humble 
me J went aſtray, but now J kepe thy 
92d. Tobltkewtſe ſœing bath the in⸗ 


conuemence of continuall lucceſſe, and Ieb.5.17. 


alſo the neceſſitte ot coꝛrection, layeth 
in the midſt of his miſerye: Bleſſed is 
the man whome G DD cozrecteth, he 
maketh the wound, and bindeth it vp, 
hee ſmiteth, and his handes maketh 
whole. He ſhal deliuer ther in ſixe trou⸗ 
bles, and in the ſeuenth the euil ſhal not 
touche thee : the reaſon hereof is eut- 
dent. Fo? that we by nature are of dur 
ſelues ſo ſtout and ſo pꝛoud, chat with- 
ottt correction ; Me run on as an vnta⸗ 
Therekoze the Lozde to reclapme 
vs vnto him, vſeth this Schoole of his 
rod to bꝛing vs home vnto him withal, 
leaſt we ſhould periſh with the woꝛlde. 
And verilpe ik wee had neither example 
no? ſentence in the whole boke of God 
pet 
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pet our own experience woulde ſuffict< 
ently ſhew this vnto vs moſt playn and 
euident, foꝛ many there be that at the 
firſte, when they are not ſetled in the 
warmth of this wozld, but folow Chyift 
into wodes and dezarts, ouer ſea and 
lande, neuer reſting in one place: then 
they be ſo zealous and fozward in the 
combate againſt Sathan, that they doe 
with great p2apſes vnto Gods name, 
and ſinguler vtility vnto chꝛiſts church 
pꝛocide in their buſineſle of godlines. 
But when they come to ſit down at the 
warme fire of wozldly wealth, and bee 
hedged in with promotions of this 
wozld, then they be ſo clogged and clot- 
edtherewtthall,that they ſeme as far 
gone from their integritye and zeale, 
as Peter was when he ſate by the fire, 
But let them beware in what ſkate they 
ſtand. Foꝛ when Peter came to that e⸗ 
ſtate, he was quickly oterthzown, And 
let all other that ſe the ſame and be not 
guilty, reſiſt at the firſt entrance of this 
cold ſtomach and pꝛouide pꝛeleruatids 
and reſtozatiues out of the _— of the 
L.02d.. | 

Let vs pray. 


Luke 22,56. 


And a certa ine mayde beheld bim as 
he ſat by the fire, and hauing wel loo- 
hed on him,ſayd. This man was alſo 
with him, Cc. 

Ag MNda certaine maid, &c. 

OE We haue ſeene the cauſe 
=. Aj of his fall, and howe by de⸗ 
J grees hee commech to the 
wits fall it ſelfe. Foz when once 
he had reiected Gods woꝛde, and was 
puffed vp in the perlwaſion of his owne 
power, ſet amongſt the wicked, and 
ſwadled in the warmth of pꝛolperitie. 

What remaineth now fo2 Peter, but e- 

uen at all aſſapes, c by euery light occa⸗ 
ſion to deny his pꝛofeſſion, æ foxſweare 
his maiſter. And in trueth, v firſt aſſault. 
was not ſtrong: koz it was but a wo⸗ 
man, a party very weake. Bnt in — 

if 


1. Kin. 19,10 
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if ſhee begin to trouble Gods childzen, 
very ready to compaſle her matters. 
As we may ſee in leſabel, Herodias, 
Irene the Empzeile and ſuche like, 
marke this well. The high Puteit per- 
ſecuteth Chyilt, his ſeruauntes appꝛe⸗ 
hend him tt bing him to cheir Malter, 
pea aud his mayd allo helpetch the mar⸗ 
ter koꝛward. Here we may ſee the pa⸗ 

on of a family, rightly diſpoſed in 
15 kinde, as is the Maiſter, ſo is his 

Seruantes, All agree in this to per⸗ 


ſecute Chziſt. And in veed it hath bene, 


is, and euer will bee, that the wicked 
hauſholders, pea the wicked kinges, 


haue had gener ally all their ſeraauntes. 


and ſubiects of their owne viſpoſition, 
Ahab being a wicked king, they dyd 
> generally followe him: That Eliah 
munen himſclfe to ſerue God, 

nd all the reſt of the laad to haue kol⸗ 
— Baal. So it was lykewile in all 
the tyme of the wicked kinges, and [3 


it is in all wicked houſholders. Foz if 


he be a apiſt, his leruauntes be ſa, o2 
cls they abide not with him long. Ik he 


be a New ter and care fo2 no religion, 
| his 


PEP 


PP 
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his ſeruants are not kept in oꝛder, and 

ſo they likcwile become ofthe lyke con- | 
dition Oo that the ſaving ol Solomon ©19-27-12, 
is verified in this caſe,if the pꝛince be 

giuen to lies, all his ſeruanta are wic⸗ 

ked. And what haue we to learne by 

this: Surely a pꝛoſttable doctrine fo) al 

them that haue gouernement of kami⸗ 

lies, that they fearing God and pꝛoleſ⸗ 

ſing his Soſpel, beware that the chil⸗ | 
denofthis woꝛlde be not wifer in their Luke 16.8. 
generation chen they:that is, That the 
wicked. be not founde moze carefull ta 
diſpoſe their families to their owne hu⸗ 
mour then the Godly be. And J knowe 
nothowe they can looke vnto this bet⸗ 
ter. But by following the example of 
Dauid in chuſing Seruantes, and of 
Abraham in teaching them, Fo2 the 
WMophet David knowing that he ſhould 
be king, calleth in his minde akoꝛe⸗ 
hand, what kinde ot perſons he will 
retayne into his ſeruice. Mine cyes | 
Caithhee) ſhall bee vnta the faithfull | 
of the lande, that they may dwell with 7 fal. 101. 5 
me. Mee that walkech in a perfect * 
wape, hee ſhall ſerue me. There ſhal 
no 


- > 


4 Gen * 17.23 * 
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no deceitfull man dwell in my houſe, he 
that telleth lyes ſhal not remaine in my 
light. Thus wee ſee what kinde of 
perſons Dauid will haue This ought 
duely to be looked vnts of allthem that 
doe pꝛokeſſe the ſame God th it he did: 
but wee ſhall ſee it karre otherwiſe in 
the moite : foy ſo that he may ſerue his 
turne foꝛ that purpoſe, where unto hee 


will allot him. It is not regarded whe- 


ther he be Papiſt oz Atheiſt, Godly oz 
faithleſfe, whether his religion bee to⸗ 
ward God oz che Deuill. But Dauid 
had this conſideration in his minde, 
that none could do him faithful ſeruice 
ſauing they onely whoſe heartes were 
true to the Lozd, which is a thing motk 


ſure. Foz well he may doe his duety fox 


a time in his calling, but ſurely he will 
at length play the ſlippertie marchaunt 
with thee in one thing oz other, Now 
ta Abrahamwhome we muſt follow in 
inſtructing ok our ſeruauntes, who at 
the commaundement of God did cir⸗ 
cumciſe all the men childꝛen in his fa- 
milie, they were (no doubt ot it) wel in- 


Kructed in the religion of the Lozde, 


that 


— — 
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that obeyed therevnto ſo willinglpe; 
without any reſiſtance; And theretoze it 
ts, that the Lowe maketh this elpeci⸗ 
all reaſon, why he ſhould ſhewe the pu⸗ 
michmente intended againſte Sod ome 


ane Go morah to Abzaham, becauſe he Gen. 18.19 


knew that Abraham would commatid 
his ſonnes, and his houthold afcer him, 
that they do keepe the way of the Loꝛd. 
So that the thing which we are to kol⸗ 
iowe in Abraham is this: that enerys 
hoſholder be dilligent to teache his ſers 
uants their dueties out of Gods wozd, 
aud trapne them vp inthe feare ofthe 
Lozd, It is a thing wozthy to be mar⸗ 
ked, that we finde diuers families in 
the ſcriptures, conuerter vnto the Loꝛd 


with their maiſters, as namely the cap⸗ Act. 16.32 
taine and the Japler, to ſhewe vnto vs, 10 2. 


that all the Seruauntes ought to bee 
taught the wap ofthe Loꝛde, as well as 
their maiſters. Well notwithſtan⸗ 
ding, it was but a ſimple Girle:pet Pe- 
ter flatly layth, J knewe not the man. 
Peter had not ſuch a politicke head as 
the denyers nowe a dayes haue; Thole 
Imeane, that in heart and deede den 
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Chꝛiſt, but in wozd deny him not. Foz 
if you come to him that is greatly ſul⸗ 
pected of Poperie, and Known to haue 
beene of that ſtampe, it he be a fozmall 
fellowe, ſuch a one as will not ſtande to 
the daunger ok pꝛofelling the lame, and 
tell him that hee is verily a Papiſt, foꝛ 
hee hach bene leene at Malle, and his 
deeds and other dealings bew2ay him: 
he will not ſay, Jknow not the Pope, 
I neuer came in company with maſſe⸗ 
mongers, But his anſwere will ra⸗ 
ther be thus: Sure J muſt conkeſſe A 
haue in my tyme leaned that wape, 
but Jam not now of that minde: J 
haue renued my copie, (onely becauſe 
ok his newe Landlozd) and my opinion 
is altered: And lo he beeing an Acade- 
micke, rather then a ſure beleeuer, 
maketh Religion to be but an opini⸗ 
on. O beter thou lackeſt this ſubtil⸗ 
tie: fo2 thou mighteſt with this haue 
ſtopped the Damolels mouth at the 
firſt, thou mighteſt haue ſapde : ſurely 
I conkeſſe J did followe thts fellowe, 
becauſe I had fome pleaſure in his 
wounders that hee did: But nowe J 
holde 


„ 
holde with the Scrtbes and Phariſes;z 
And doeveleeue the Lawe of Moyſes. 
But ſubtiltie had not entered fo farre 
into the Church of God as nowe it 
f hath: the vayle of hypocrifie was noc 
| ſo cloſe as in theſe vayes it is. And 
| truely that kinde of people is nowe the 
| eaſteſt; and yet the worſt of all other. <4 
Foz Dauid had many great iniuries 
| done vnto him, but p which his pꝛeten⸗ 
dod kriende did, was 5 greateſt griefe 
Into him of all; in ſo much that hee 
ſayth: if it had bene his enempe, hee 
coulde haue bozne it: But it was euen 
he with whome hee had ſingular con⸗ 
ſultations in the wozte of God. And 
herekoze ik Dauid were ſo troubled 
with ſuch, then wee haue greatly to 
looke vn:o our ſelues, and auopd them 
as neare as wee may. Foz moſt cer⸗ 
tayne if is, that the Church of God, 
hath not at this day a greater enemye 
then they that bee nouriſhed, kept, 
foſtered , and pzomoted in her owne 
lappe, that thozowe pꝛetence of re⸗ 
ligion, become euen betrapers euen of 
Chiilt; 


Pal, 55.277 


27 
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Chyuiſte, hinderers ofthe pzoceedinges 

ofhis Goſpell, And ſure, it is to be wi⸗ 

ſhed, that all men would bouldelp pꝛo⸗ 

feſle that which in hearte they imbꝛace: 

that the one partie might bee vtterly 

confounded, Foz hee that with a Pa⸗ 

— piſt is a Bapiſt, with a p2ofeſfour is a 

* pꝛofeſſour, like the weathercocke tur⸗ 

ning wich the winde: an vnconſtant 

Camelion, euer where and no where, 

is the ſoꝛeſt enemie to religion, and 

therefoze guyltye of no ſmall puniche⸗ 

ment: And therefoze God laith thus of 

| fuch, I knowe thy wooꝛkes, thou art 

Teuel g. 15. neither hotte no? colde: J woulde thou 

werſt cold oz hot. Theretoze becauſe 

thou art luke warme, and neither cold 

noz hot. It will come to paſle chat J 

ſhall ſpewe thee out of my mouth. Let 

deuerp one (to conclude) ſet the ſaying 

- Kin. 18.21. of Elias the Pꝛophet befoze his eyes. 

If the Lozde be God, followe him, if 

Baal be he, got to him, and follow him, 

and halte not betweene two opintons, 
but ſtand faſt co the one. 

He de nyed before them all, &c. Nom 

5 holy Ghoſt ſetteth downe the parties, 

9- 
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befoze whom he dented:namely, bekoꝛe 

them all: which circumſtance argueth 

greatly the ſinne of Peter, Foꝛ hee had 

heard his mailter teach this leſſõ. That 
wholoeuer ſhoulde denye him betoze Mat. 10. 33, 
men, him would he deny befoze his hea⸗ 

uenly Father. But hee not regarding 

this, did boldly denye him befoze them 

all. This ought to moue vs to labour in 

the woꝛd. and pꝛaye moſt earneſtly that 

our confeſſion and certaintye ol Fayth 

maybe conſtant and ſurely grounded, 

that we neuer denye our ſauiour befoze 

any mã: f oꝛ denying him befoze weake 

belguers , beſides that wee pꝛocure 

Chuilt to denye vs bekoꝛe G DD, we 

doe as muche as in vs lpeth, to ouer⸗ 

thiow ſo manye ſoules into hell. And if 

it be betoze the wicked which be the e⸗ 

nemies of GDD and his truth, we do 

let open the window to their blaſphe- 

mie, and ſo we be the meanes whereby 

the woꝛd of God is euill ſpoken of. Cõ⸗ 
trariwiſe, ik our confeſſion bee ſtedkalk, | 
it vpholdeth our own fayth,confirmeth z Rom. 2.24 
our bꝛetheren, and maketh the enemye , 


aſhamed, 
2 Aud 


7 


Toka 18. 35. 
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And after a While,e&c. Now come we 
to the ſecond denyall. Foz when that he 
armed that he knew him not, thin- 
king thereby to eſcape : They were not 
contented with that, fo2 pꝛeſentlye an 
other came vnto him: Mathew repoz⸗ 
teth it was an other Damoſell, and ſa 
doth Marke, but al is to one effect, 62 
— ürſt voyce being vttered by one. and 

recepued by a common applauſe , ng 
doubte manye did ſpeake the ſame at 
once as Iohn re £02decth. Wut whether 

t were one 92 moe, ſure it is, that hee 
was not long quiet till they had tryed 
him further, where we may beholde the 
malice of perſecutoꝛs that be neuer cõ⸗ 
tented with anye aunſwere, vntill they 
haue btterlye ouerthꝛowne the parties 
perſecuted. So Paule befoze his 
conuerſion being a perlecutour, was 
not contented to make hauoke of the 
ſeruaunts of the Lozbe in Icrufalem, 
But becauſe ſome hadde eſcaped his 
handes, he pꝛocured Letters of Com⸗ 
miſſion to followe them to Damaſcus, 
vicerly to extinguiſhe them. Likewiſe 
the Srribes and Phariſes being ok⸗ 
ren 
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ten put to flence by our ſautonr chꝛiſt, Mat, 22. 46. 
and conuicted, yet their rage neuer cea⸗⸗ A. 

ſed vntil they had put him to death. The 

Papiſts alſo in time of perſecutiũ here 

in England, coulde neyther be ſatiſſted 

with ſtocking, impziloning, rackinge, 

noꝛ {cou rging, vntill they had burned 

the bodies ofthe pooze ſaints. : 

Denyed with an oth, Gc. Peter had | 

thought that he had bene quit, & there= 

fore it was that he firſt denyed but ſe- 

ing that that would not ſertie, fo2 his 

credit ſake, he will not call back his foꝛ⸗ 

mer denpall( which is a right pꝛoperty 

of a woꝛldly man, who thinketh it a diſ⸗ 

credit to call backe that which firſte hee 

hath ſec downe, but tieth it with an oth, 

that he knewe not the man,Where wee 

ſs that they which once crack y bondeg 

of conſciente, in hope of any benefite in 

this wo2ld, are bery like to go further, 

rather then they will mille of their pur⸗ 

poſe. The ende that Peter looked vnto 

in his firſt denial, was his own ſafgard 

bnt ſ&ing that would not ſerue, hee 

pꝛocedeth further, and ceaſeth not vn- 

til hee haue ſatiſtied che aduerſaries (a 

| + P2ac- 
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zaͤctiſe in dede common to thoſe that 

e backlliders „ who being v2ged ta 
yelbe in ſmall matters, fo2 their quietz 
nelle be content ſo to doe. Ik they be 
put vnto a great trial, and pzicked at, 
to llide from their whole pꝛokeſũon cl 
pꝛap God they followe not Peter (and 
content themlelues to doe anye thing) 
ſo hat they may be quiet, and the other 
parties not diſpleaſed. And therefozs 
it ſhall be very god koꝛ vs, to keͤpe the 
profeſſion ot fayth moſt fiacere, and tg 
ande as ſoutlye, and defende as con- 
ſtantly the ſmall matters as the great, 
knowing this, that we may not ſeme to 
yield vnto any thing, whervnto the ſpi⸗ 
rite of GDD hath commaunded vs 
to ſtand fat. 

Then came they unto bim, & c, The 
firſt allault is noted to bee but by one, 
and that a mayd. It is now augmen⸗ 
ted, that they came in greater number, 
which thing we le pꝛactiled continu⸗ 
allye, that if any one godleſſe man haue 
ba pꝛetend to haue any quarrell againſt | 
ſuch as feare the Loꝛd. All the birds of 
that Uiperous feather, doe Were 

flog 
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flocke together, againſt that poze fer? 
uãt of God:yea it they herctofoze haue 
ben foes, they agre together to perſe⸗ 
cute the godly:toꝛ Herode and Pilar, Luke,z3.12, 
will be made friendes,that their pew- 
er map be themoze againſt Chꝛiſt, that 
their policies may be coniopned to de⸗ 
termine his death. 
Beh old here again, the wicked wiſer in 
their generation, then the godiy: fo if 
a godlye thing be motioned , in an al⸗ 
ſemolye oꝛ conference, the reſt ſhoulde 
be very foꝛward to helpe it, but (alas) 
the remnants ol olde Adam doe ſticke 
ſofaſton, and pꝛiuate conſiderations 
doe fo violently carry men awaye, that 
they will rather be hinderers then fur- 
therers,caſting doubts and inconueni⸗ 
ences in the way, thaugh the motion be 
dꝛamne oute of the bowels of Gods 
owne woꝛde, againſt which, no mouth 
ſhould once dare to ſpeake:whereypon 
it commeth, that religion is receauen 
accoꝛdinge as man is directed by his 
own naturall reaſon, and Gods woꝛde 
ts obeyed, ſo farre as we thinke it con: 
uenient , fo2 the maintainance of ours 
une 


Act. 16. 14. 
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pwne honoꝛ, dignitye and eſtate, pea 
though our honoꝛ diſhonoz the Lozde, 
and our dignity bꝛing difcredit to our 
pꝛofeſſpon, and our wealth pzocure 
want to the Churche of Sed: biit they 
whome the Loꝛde hach truelye conuer⸗ 
fed vnto himlelke, whoſe heartes the 
holye Ghoſt hath ſeaſed vppon for the 
Lozde to dwell in, and whole mpndes 
hee hath inlightened, to attende vnta 
the trueth, are carekull that the will 


ol God be pertoꝛmed, that reaſon be re⸗ 


ſtrapned, and all their affections. ruled 
by the line of his moſte bleſſed woꝛde, 
wherby euery one ol vs may haue good 
occaſion to examine our ſelues, howe 
farre we haue pꝛoſtted, 02 whether oz 
no, we haue entred the way of true re⸗ 
ligion. 

For thy ſpeech bewrayeth thee, & c. whe 


they ſe that hee denyeth it, they goe a⸗ 


bout by circumſfances to pꝛooue it a⸗ 


gainſte him: to wit, that his ſpeeche 


bew2ayed him, fo2 you muſt nete that 
as in our nation, the pꝛopertye of the 


ſpeche in the Noꝛth, doeth difter from 


that of the South, whereby a man 
| Is 
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is knowne, what countrie man he is, 
euen ſo the ſpeeche vſed in Gal. le difle⸗ 
red ſomething from that which was in 
vſe about Jeruſalem by whiche they 
gathered, that h@ was a Galilean: 
note the Marke whereby Peter is 
knowne , guen his ſpeeche, hes was a 
Miniſter ol the woꝛde, hee had learned 
the doctrine ol the Gaſpci{ , and Gaz 
nermmente of the Churche, from the 
mouth of Chꝛiſte, and yet hee is not 
dilcerned by his apparell, from an £- 
ther man: whereby wee learne, that 
in the pꝛimitiue tyine ol the Goſpell, 
the miniſters of the woꝛde were knows 
en by their doctrine, and other notes be 
longing vnto him, and not by any out⸗ 
warde fozme: but as religion decayed, 
ſo the true notes of Gods Miniſters 
baniſhed away, and becauſe the people 
were become blinde, in diſceraing the 
ſpirites, they muſt haue notes applyed 
to their üghte: to wit, to Rnowe him by 
his garment, which they thinking to 
be the ſheepes clothing did deceiue the 
people » bytheeffectes of raueninge 
Woiues, 
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Wolttes,and this fonve,o2 rather ob⸗ 
ſtinate blindnes, (the mote is the pitie) 
remapneth pet among vs, that carnall 
men, whoſe knowledge is fleſhly, muſt 
haue a lenſible and pompous ſhewe in 
the woꝛld, to perlwade them that ſuche 
c ſuche be minifters,but(myb2ethzen) 
as this argueth in them that they bes 
all together carnall, ſo contrariwiſe let 
vs labour to finde out, by the markes, 
that God hath ſec vppon them, and not 
the badges of men (that maye dꝛowne 
vs) who be the true Sheapheardes-of 
Chziſtes ſheepe , and vppon whome 
we may be bolde to receiue the fode of 
gur ſoules, leaſt in ſteade thereok we re⸗ 
teyue ranke poyſon, koꝛ the moſt infec- 
ting venom that euer polluted the ſoule 
ok man, hath ben couered with the vaile 
of thoſe markes which now the woꝛlde 
would haue the miniſters of gods woꝛd 

diſcerned by. | 
Then began he to curſe, & c. They are 
not pet contented, although hee hath 
{wone vnco them(as faithles perſons 
make no reckoning of an othe.) Foz 
nowe they come togither and — 
that 
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that hee was verily with them, 32dwe 
Peter ſ&ing their impoꝛtunate ſuit, is 
determined to fed their humo2, though 
it colt him the loſſe of his owne ſoule, 
fo: he curſeth himſelfe, ik he knewe the 
man: here wee may ſce the tuff iudge⸗ 
mente of God, that they that thinke 
beſt of themſelues, and boaſte molt of 
theyr owne habilitie, doe moſte eui⸗ 
dently declare the contrarye by the ef- 
fect, Foꝛ Peter who befoze woulde nc- 
uer foꝛſake Chyilte, is now gone ſo far 
from him, as any man can: top hee is 
nowe thzowne into the very deapth of 
ſinne, into the gates of Hell, and into 
Sathans clawes, notheng remapneth 
ol his owne part vnfiniſhed , that can 
encreaſe his eternall deſtruction, a cale 
mnoſt lamentable: and pet it is the ſtate 
of all mankinde, not vpholden with 


Gods ſpirite. I woulde very gladly A c_ 
be reſolued ofthis doubt by any Pela- — 


gian Papiſt, o2 any other that main⸗ 
kainetch kreewill in man, howe muche 
Peter had left within him, when he did 
fall. Foz this J am ſire, he had all his 
naturall power remapning "= 

im 
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him, ſo that ik he had it, how then tame 
it £6 palle, yhe had not beneſtt by it, it 
he had it not, then ſure it is that by na⸗ 
ture we haue no inclination to do well: 
for if any haue power of himſelte, to 
ſtand in that grace that he is placed in, 
then beter might) for hee had pzoficey 
weil in godlynes.) But ik none can ſtãd 
when he is ſet vpon the feete of. Gods 
merey, without the ſpeciall vpholding 
of the Loꝛd, then much lefſe can any be⸗ 
ing chꝛowne downe in the mire of their 
nacurall cozruptiõ, do any thing of him 
ſelf, y is good toward his own laluatiõ 
away then with all ſuch kreewil, and let 
vs by the example of Peters downefal, 
begin to learae an other leffon:namely, 
v man of himſelfe cannot thinke a good 
thought, + thereloꝛe in ſa much v euery 


good thing tömeth krõ the loꝛd, þwe in 


al humility, ſubmit our ſelues, confeſs 


ling our nakednes, that by his mercikul 


gundnes, we may be meſcrued, And a⸗ 
gain, wher we lee } p Pcrer a very vpzite 

man, t zealous mp ſeruice ot God, ha⸗ 
uing once begun to depart frõ the Loꝛd 


hath no ſtay ofhimſe!! ke, but rüneth hed⸗ 


long 
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bug into the bottome of iniquitie, wee 
are eſpecially to take heede that, we vit 
theſe meanes which God hath appoin⸗ 
ted in his woꝛd, to ſtay the beginnings 
of ſin, Foz if it enter once with the head 
it is that ſerpent that will eaſily wind 
in the whole body, il Batanh had plainly 
fapd to Peter at the firlt, curſe thy ſelf, 


ik euer thou diveſt knowe Chꝛiſt: J am 


perſwaded that he would haue loathed 
it extremely, and not haue hearkened 
ynto him, but he was ſubtiler then lo, 
Foz he bꝛought him vnto that at the 
laſt without any tape, which at the 
lirſt, he greatly deteſted: ſo lykewyſe 
when hee goeth about to perlwade any 
man to adultery, he will not at the fir{t 
thꝛowe him into the harlots bedde, but 


bzing him to beholde her, then to haue 


altking of her, then to haue familia⸗ 
ritie with her, then laſtly to commit 5 
haynous fact of whozedome: if he goe 
about to bꝛing one man to murther an 
other, hee doth not bꝛing him vnto it at 
the firſte , but beginnech by ſowyng of 
diſcoꝛd, then ot hatred, laſt of al to actu⸗ 


all murther, his pꝛactiſe is y lyke in all 


other 


Pons, 
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$ther ſinnes, eſpecially if he deale with 
thoſe that ſeeme to make ſome conſct- 
ence of ſinne, and haue in their hearte 
any deteſtation of iniguitie. Such 
was his dealing in erecting bppe the 
kingvome of Antichziſt. Foz it was a 
thouſande peeres at the leaſt in patch- 
ing, befoze it tame to his height, and 
roppe of iniquitie. Therekfoze let all 
them that deſire to auopde the actuall 
ſinne, endeuour alſo to cut off all occa- 
ſtons of his beginning: Ik thou wilt not 
commit adulterye, cut off thy wanton 
Iles, It᷑ thou be loath to murther any 
man, pull downe thy haughty hearte, 
and roote out the affections of diſdame 
from thy mind, and learne gut of Gods 
woꝛde, howe to applye thy ſelfe to ſin⸗ 
glenes and humilitie: let the example 
of vaung Daniel neuer goe out of thy 
remembzaunce, who refuſed enen the 
portion of meat that was allotted vn- 
to him by Nabuchaduizor, (which of 
t ſelke was lawfull to be recepued with 
g. uing of thankes, ) becauſe the King 
oulde not entice him, thereby to foz⸗ 
fake his God, oꝛ leaue to his religion, 
fa 


* 
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fi it is our dutie, not only to keepe our 
ſelues vnvdefiled from euery ſinne, but 
alſo from euery thinge that maye be a 
meanes to bzing vs vnts it. Thus wee 
ſ# the cauſes that moued Peter to fal: c 
in deede they be the ſame that moue all 
men to ſinne: whether it bee the godlye 
þ fall though infirmitie, oꝛ the wicked 
that p2oceedeth on in ſinning daplye, 
and neuer returneth vnto the Lozde: 
and wee ſee alfo by what ſteppes and 
degrees, Peter came to the height ot 
= offence,whoſe trace we da all creav 

o oft as wee fall, although euery one 
goe not ſofar as he did, becauſe Gods 
grace pꝛeuenteth them ſooner, beholde 
then in him thy owne krayltie. But 
now we come to make a ſeparation be⸗ 
tweene them that fall, and neuer riſe 
agatne, and them that be rented by re⸗ 
pentance, 

And immediatly while he was aſpea- 
king, Now we come to the behol- 
ding of the exceeding mercie of our 
food and gratious God, who though 
he ſuffer vs foz a time to goe after our 
owne fantaſies, pet at the laſt his out- 

F * ſtretch⸗ 


Peters fall; | 
ſtretched arme will helpe thoſe that be 
his, he ſuffered Peter to fal into ſinne: 
pet he is ready to helpe him vp agame: 
pea, euen when Peter was a curſing, 
God entended towards him a bleſſing: 
and ſurely it is not without the ſpectall 


pꝛouidẽ̃ce of the ſpirit of God, ſet down 


here by Luke, that while Peter pet 
ſpake, oꝛ was a ſpeaking, the cocke did 
crowe: becaule the enemies of Gods 

ace and their owne ſaluation : the 

apiſts (who will play at ſmall game 
rather then thep will ſicte out, ) when 
they cannot wiing it from vs, that man 
hath free will to doe well, oꝛ merit his 
owne ſaluation: vet they muſt haue it 
graunted, that we be copartners with 
GDD in that woozke: J hope they 
will graunt vnto vs that Peter who 


was called, and nowe is fallen, had 


as much power, and did as much fur- 


ther his reſtoꝛing againe, as they that 


haue neuer taſted of the ſweeteneſſe of 
DDS wonꝛde and grace. Nowe 
iſte did begin Peters conterſion, 
when the Cocke dyd crowe , and what 
was Peter then doyng, helpyng e yea 
helping 
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helping himſelfe to hell warde, fo2 hee 
was then curling him ſelke, So that 
if Peter could not helpe himſelfe into 
GO D fauour againe: ſure it is, 
thac none can away then with that 
fonde imagination; that any thinge is 
in man to further his owne ſaluation, 
fo2 God mult firſt conuerte vs, and 
then wee ſhall be conuerted, God muſt 
be merctfull vnto vs, and then we ſhall 
DE LAS. , 

The cocke crew, c Thls is the firſt 9 
cauſe that God ſetteth foxzward toward 
the conuerſton of Peter. For the Loꝛde 
beholding in what deſperate caſe hee 
was, went about ta delincr him out of 
tf, and that in allhaſte; koꝛ God knewe 
very well, that if hee ſhoulde continue 
any ſpace, in the ſweetenes , wherein 
linne had ſwadled him(fo2 it is ſweete 
to all them, whole heartes God hath 
not called from it by the grace ok his 
holy ſpirite) hee had bene hardened in 
the ſame , as the wicked ſozte of the 
wozld be, who taſting thereof, and fin- 
Ding their cozrupte and ſicke ſences 
delighted with it, committe the fame 
24 with 


lere. 1.18. 


Heb. s 5 3 | 
Saul; Iulian nemies that euer the Churche of God 


the apoſtata 
and al here- 


tikes. 


Mara fa. Pꝛeached thzough out the whole wozld, 


Peters fall. 
with griedineſle, and doe ſo greatly 
pleale themſelues with it, that they 
concepue an earneſt loathing of al god⸗ 
lines and vertue: and that is the cauſe 
that many ( of whome wee may reade) 
who hauing once taſted of the ſweete 
woꝛde of God, and after peruerted fro 
the ſame, haue become the greateſt e- 


hath had at any time: and therefoꝛe the 
Lozde God (as he is moſt carefull fo2 
his childzen) maketh haſte to deliuer 
Peter quickly. This crowing of the 
cocke was the ſame vnto Peter, that 
the p2eaching ok Gods miniſters is 
vnto vs. (F02 God doeth not alwayes 
vſe his oꝛ diary meanes) ſo that when 
ſceuer we haue the woꝛd of God pꝛea⸗ 
ched, at what time ſoeuer we heare our 


ins layd open befoze vs and rebuked: 


we mut thinke with our felues God 
doth with vs as he dyd to Peter: name⸗ 
Ip, vſeth meanes to call vs from ſinne, e 
bing vs to repentance & amendmẽt of 
like. This means the Loꝛd vſeth gene⸗ 
rally vnto all(fo2 his Goſpell muſt bee 


fo2 


Peters fall, 


foꝛ a witneſſe vnco all nations) and 

pet we know, though many bee called, 

pet few are choſen, Therefoze it beho- - 

uech vs to know whether the cocke doe 20.16. 
crowe vnto vs to our ſaluation oz no, 

and the firſte triall conſiſteth in this, 

that the Cock ol Gods woꝛde croweth 

vnto all men, and pet onelye they im⸗ 

bꝛace his ſounde aright that ſhall be ſa⸗ 

ued : if then thou feleſt thy ſelfe to 

heare the ſame with all due renerence, 

if thou bel@ueſt the pzomiſes thereof 

to belong vnto thee with all ſtedfaſt⸗ Math. 7. 24. 
nes, and endeuourelt to frame thy life 
accoꝛding to the ſame, with all dili⸗ 

gence, thou maylt aſſure thy ſelle, that 

thou art the childe of God: fox they be 

of God that doe thus heare his woꝛde: 1. Iohn. 4. 6. 
contrariwiſe if thou heareſt the wozde ehr. 
pꝛeached, and perceiueſt thy ſcrree 
ſinnes thereby layd open, and thy own Math. 10. 23 
conſcience in thy ſelke is witnes, that 3+ 


thou art conuinced, and pet art ſo farre 


frombelguing it, oꝛ framing thy life 
accoꝛding to it, that thou doeſt both 
mocke it, as manye nowe adayes de⸗ 
lighte to doe, and allo ſeke to pull the 
3 Cocke 


Luke 
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rocke downe from the pearch, that he 
crow no moze : thou mapeſt aſſure thy 
ſelfe(fo? ſure it is)thuu art in the waye 
of deſtruction, a neceſſary 1 meditation 


— all men. 
The Lord looked backs, c. The ſe⸗ 


£ 9 conve caule followeth, the Cocke hay 


crowen:and vet Peter had not remem⸗ 
bꝛed himſelfe,nepther was he awaked 
out ok his ſinfull ſlepe,vntilthe Lode 
turned backe his countenaunce vppon 
him: but wh? once he loked vp pon his 
kace, whoſe knowledge he had denyed, 
then began hee to remember himlelfe, 
and conſider that things were amille. 
But was it the turning backe of his 
face, that wzought this in Peter? Mo, 
koz then it mighte haue conuerted Iu⸗ 
das, whome he looked vppon, whenhe 


22:47 hetrayed him. But it was his grace 


and holy ſpixite, whiche did mercikul⸗ 
Iy fall downe into his hearte, when the 
cock did crowe, e And Jeſus loked backe 
&-c,Wherby we ſ@ playnlye, that it is 


not the outward miniſter ye of the woꝛd 


of God, onely that bzingeth ſaluation 


vnto mankinve:foz Paule planteth, Ap- 


pollo 
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pollo watereth , but God giueth the 1,Cor3. 6, 


increale, and this is thereaſon, chat ſo 
many heare the woꝛde, and fo few pꝛo⸗ 
fice therein: becauſe it belongeth to the 
Lozd to ſhem mercy to whome hee will 


ſhew mercye. And therekoꝛe when the Brod. 33. 16 
Goſpel was pꝛeached to them of Anti- Kom. . 15. 
oche, by S. Paul:it is ſayd, that ſo ma⸗ Act. 13.48. 


ny as were oꝛdayned to ſaluation, be⸗ 
leued: ſo that ik thou hearing, oꝛ rea⸗ 
ding Gods woꝛde, doeſt deſire that it 
may wozke to thy ſaluation, pꝛaye ears 
neſtly vnto the lozd, Þ it woulde pleaſe 
him ofhis infinite mercy to loke back, 
vpon ther with the eyes ok his grace, 
and ſo framing thy ſelle in a true fayth 
and a ſingle hart, to apply it vnto that 
ende wherekoze it is giuen the: thou 
ſhalt ſurely f#le in thy ſoule, an eſpe- 
ctall operation of the ſpirit of God, to 
thy great comfozt. Thus much bꝛielly 
concerning the firſt two cauſes of Pe⸗ 
ters conuerſion, where note by the way 
that the two firſte canſes of his fall 
were within htmlelfe , but the firſte 
that wozke to his riſing agayne, are 
without himlelfe , to teache vs * 
| 4 
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all dure ſinnes pꝛoccde of our ſelues, 
and come from our ſelues: but al god⸗ 
nelle, not ol vs but from the Lozd, that 
his name only maye bee pꝛayſed ko; all | 
xd things, and we our ſelues blamed ; 
foꝛ all euill. ; 
Peter remembred, & c. Now follow the | 
11 cauſes within himſelfe , but marke 
this firſte,the Cock did crow, no doubt 
of it, moze did heare him then Peter: 
but becauſe hee was ozdayned as a 
meanes to call Peter home: Therfo2e 
he onely being guiltie was picked in 
heart, and none elſe moued , So God 
hath ozdapned the Pꝛeaching ok his 
woꝛde to bee an inſtrument to put all 
men in mind of their faultes, and that 
they might amende. And luch is the 
foxce thereof, that the woꝛde pꝛeachen 
generally, doth moue euery mans con⸗ 
ſcience which is guiltte of that cryme, 
whiche is repzoued . And therefo2e 
there bee manye wicked men of the 
TMoꝛlde, that doe imagine the Pꝛea⸗ 
ther to harpe onely vppon them, be⸗ 
cauſe they be guiltie: as if hee ſpeaks 
n Papiſtrie, euepe * 
thin⸗ 
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thinketh he poynteth at him: if he in⸗ 
ueigh agaynſt Swearers, Ulurers, 
whoꝛemayſters, o therues, euery lwea⸗ 
rer,Uſurer,@Uhozemaiſter and theke, 
thinketh his owne doinges to bee tou⸗ 
ched. And in deede (though they turne 
it to a fault in the Hꝛeacher) this ſhew⸗ 
eth vnto vs the wonderkull vertue ot 
Gods woꝛde that can ſpeake ſo to eue⸗ 
ry mans heart and theught. Therekoze 
when thou heareſt thy owne faultes re⸗ 
buked, c euen that which thou though- 
teſt all the wozlde had not knowne, os 
penly reuealed : doe not thinke that he 
ſpeaketh it ok choler , oz hath learned 
it of thy truſtie familiars , but thinke 
rather that Gods ſpirite whiche ſear - 
theth all mens thoughts, doeth ſpeake 
vnto thee , that thou ſhouldeſt amende 
it. Foz as Peter being guiltie alone, 
was onelye pꝛicked in conſcience, and 
did repent. So it is thy duety to con- 
ſider thy owne eſtate and repent thee 
of thy fault, that God may be mercilull 
bnto thee, 
Peter remembred. & c, The woꝛd pꝛea⸗ x 
ched, and Gods grace wozking in- 
ward⸗ 
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war dly, do bꝛing Peter to remẽbꝛanee. 
Firſt that Chꝛiſt had ſapde, Beforet he 
cock crow, thou ſhalt denie me thriſe & c 
13 And ſecõdly, that he had ſo done in dard 
foꝛ theymulf bee handled together, let 
vs then note this diligently befote the 
crowing of the Cocke, and the looking 
back of Jeſus, there was no ſuch thing 
in his minde: but they two comming 
together, do bꝛing him into conſidera- 
tion of his eſtate. Adam and Heuah 
when they had tranſgrelled the laweof 
the Loꝛd, made no care ok it at the firſt, 
But when the wozde ofthe Lozde, and 
Gen. 3. 8. 9. his ſpirit ſayd, here art thou hee re⸗ 
membꝛed that God had fayde, that hee 
ſhould not eate of the tre ot knowledge 
of good and euill, and that he had eaten 
of it: king David when he had commit⸗ 
ted thoſe haynous fins ol murther and 
adultery, ſlept quietly therein vntul the 
2. Jam. Ir. 4. ꝛophet Nathan came to rebuke hun 
12% and the ſpirite of the Lozde withall 
Cro wꝛought in his hearte, hæ remembꝛed 
2. Kin. f 7 his greuous ſinne, and the lawe of the 
5 Lozde God to the contrary, Manaſſes 
the ſonne ol godly Ezechiah, thoughte 
1  Jbolas 
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Wolatrie no ſinne, and to make the 
ſtretes of Ieruſalem ſwimme with the 
bloud of innocentes,no offence . But 
when the troubles that hee ſuſtapned in 
the time of his Captiuitye, whiche 
were in ſtede of the pꝛeachinge of 
Gods wozde dtd pinche him, aud the 


his mercye to recepue him, then hee 
ſawe the hozribleneſſe of his Sinne. 
The like is euidente in S. Paule, who 
befo2e his conuerſion, thought hee dad 
God good ſeruice, in ſeking the vtter 
extinguiſhing of the Sayntes of God. 
But when the lighte did ſhewe him the 
blindnelle of his minde , and the voice 
of Chꝛiſte did aſke him why hee did ſo 
perſecute him, hee was ſtroken downe 
in conſpderation of his offence ( ta 
leave off to reckon anye mote exam⸗ 
ples out of Gods woꝛde.) The lame 
ts moſt true in all mankinde, and e- 
uen in our lelues, foz befoze wee bee 
called vnto the truth in Jeſus Chyilt, 
wee walke inthe wayes of oure owne 
imaginations, we lite without God 


and be ſtraungers from the — 


Lozde ſtretched fozth the handes of , Cr. 33. 12. 


Act. 9. . 


Ephe. 2. 12. 


Ephe, 2.12. 
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of the pꝛomiſe of God. But when it 
pleaſeth him of his goodneſſe to cal vs 
vnto the knowledge of his grace, by 
pꝛeaching his woꝛde vnto vs, and that 
he loke back vpon vs witch the eyes of 
his mercy. Then we ſ& playnely what 
is the rule of righteoulneſle, that God 
hath inioined vnto all the Sonnes of 
Adam and comparing the ſame with 
our own derdes we ſ& how great is our 
debt that we haue vnpayed, how many 
be our ſinnes that we haue committed, 
and how vayne our kozmer conuerlati⸗ 
on hath bene: whereas befoze this bee 
reuealed vnto vs, we p2ocede ſecurely 


in our own iniquity (and as all woꝛld⸗ 
lings doe) thinke our own wapes to be 


right and honeſt. 

TUberefote if this bee the way and firſt 
entraunce into the ſchoole of Chꝛiſt (to 
wit the wozd of God pꝛeached to ſhewe 
vs our ſinnes.) What a greate care 
ought we to haue, ſo long as wee liue 
in this body of claye, where we fin con⸗ 


tinually, to vſe all wapes and meanes 


that we can lawfully deuiſe , that wes 
may haue the ſame continuallye ſoun- 
ding 
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Ding in our eares to awake our d20w- 
fie affections, and put vs in minde of 
our dayly miſdeedes, that wee beeing 
mooued therewithall, may begin to loth 
our owne euill liues, and turne vnto 
the Loꝛde. And what an earneſt care 
ought we to haue allo, when wee haue 
the lame, that we make the fruite and 
benelite of it to ſettle into our owne 
hearts and conſciences, to the ameuds 
ment ot our wicked wayes. But this 
being the firſt gate to enter in at, to⸗ 
wardes the ſchoole of Chꝛiſt: The wic⸗ 
ked becauſe they will not enter, do here 
pou company with the Godlye, who 
nowing the neceſlitie of the woꝛde of 
God p1eached, doe labour earneſtly to 
haue it eſtabliſhed amoagſt them, But 
the vngodly who haue neyther care to 
learne the will ol God, no} conſcience 
to frame their ines accoꝛding to the 
ſame, be eyther negligent in chis be⸗ 
halfe, oꝛ flat hinderers of it. Foz they 
doe knowe befoze hande, that it will re⸗ 
ueale their ſinne, and make their do⸗ 
inges knowne to all the wozlde, The 
Papiſte which is an Idolater . 
now 


, knowe 5 "that if the Arke of God bee 
* bought into the Temple, Dagon will 


Reben. 25 fall downe: that is, if Gods woꝛde bee 


pꝛeached, his ſuperſtition will be kno⸗ 
wen. The vlurer feareth that it will 
diſcrie his crueltie, fo2 hee ſelleth his 
bꝛother fo2 money. The couetous man 
doubteth that his toꝛrupte dealinges 
will be elpyed: Thoꝛowe it the wozld- 
linge thinketh that it will detecte his 
tareleſnes towards the ſeruice of God. 
Briefly, whoſoeuer is addicted to any 
notozious ſin, and determineth to ton⸗ 
tinue in it, hee can not awaye with the 
woꝛd peached, and therefoze vou ſhall 


heare them vtter theſe ſpeeches: haue 


we not our ten commandements, haue 
we not the Articles of our beliefe, and 


uur Pater noſter: haue we not homilies 
appoynted to be read? Let vs learne 


them. Firſt we know that wee muſte 


loue God aboue al things, x our neigh⸗ 
bour as our ſelfe, and can the pꝛeacher 
teache vs any moꝛe. May they will = 


vet further and ſaye , where is moze 


Preaching then in London, and pet 
where is moze pꝛpde, whoꝛedome, _ 
al 


- . — — „ „r 


— — — — 


- —— — — — 
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all kynde ok villanye committed, as 
though Gods wooꝛde were the cauſe 
thereof, As if J ſhould ſay, in ſuche 
a place is moſte ſfoze of meate and 
dzinke, and there is moſte d2unken- 
nelle, J will therefoze neyther eat noꝛ 
dzinke at all, leaſte J bee ſo to: but 
chen J ſhall ſtarue foz lacke of foode. 
And waꝛthely, ſo thou O wicked man) 
becauſe ſome ofthy liuery (Sathans 
ſeruaunces ) vnder the vizer of Gods 
mod, da commit naughtineſſe. There⸗ 
oe thou wilt not haue Gods wooꝛde 
pꝛeached at all. They will tell you, 
and lweare it coo, that they beleeue as 
well in Chꝛiſt, as the pꝛoudeſt pꝛatling 
Goſpeller of them al, (foz theſe be their 
termes) what a ſturre then kepe you 
with pour pꝛeaching, thus they thinke 
they pꝛaue themſelues ſounde Catho⸗ 


them be filthie ſtill, and let vs leaue 
them to Gods iudgement. Sure wee 
are, that there is none that hath any 
ſparke of Gods grace oz ſeed of faith in 
his hearf, that ſpeaketh o2 thinketh ſo, 
But rather thus, God hath giuen by 

is 


FO. 
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his woꝛde, to the ende that wee might 
learne it, and we mult daply learne it, 
that wee may continuallye ptactiſe it. 


pfal. 1.2. God ſayth, they that bee bleſſed haue 
10. 


their meditation in it day and nyght. 
It is lweeter in the childꝛen of God, 
then hony, they defire it aboue all trea⸗ 
{ure of the wozlde, they are taught 
thereby to be warte, and circumſpecte 
in all their doynges, and J am verp 
deſirous to bee one of Gods childzen: 
thereloꝛe J mult put my chiefe delight 
in it, Jam koꝛgetkull, llowe and dull, x 
therefoze neede it is, chat J be rowzed 
with it contynually, and though many 
abuſe it to a libertie, foꝛ the fleſhe, and 
to liue careleſip, pet J muſt not fol- 
lowe them, noꝛ be diſmayed from the 
foode of my ſoule, becauſe many ſurfet 
with it. But J muſt lo exerciſe my 
lelke in it, ſo lay it vp in my mynde, and 
ſo ſeeke to knowe it, that euerp thing 


that J doe, may haue his warrant out 


ol it, that al my doings may be directed 
by the ſame, ſo longe as J liue in this 
miſerable woꝛlde, leaſt the deceiptes of 
Dathan, oz the enticementes of this 
wic⸗ 


Peters fall, ; 
wicked world, oz the deſires ofthe fleth, 
doe pull me from my God, 1 

Peter went, out, & c. Now followeth 
the maner how he was conuerted in his 
goyng out, and his weeping. Foꝛ ths 
firſt, Peter is nome bꝛought to the con- 
lideration of his ſinne: foꝛ he ſeeth both 
the way of the Loꝛde which hee ſhoulde 


haue followed; and alto howe hozrible 


his offence is, now? he beginneth to as 
mende: and that ts, drſte in his goyng 
out hee began to denye in that wicked 
company; And therefore, that he may 
the better repent and amende, he bꝛea⸗ 
keth companye and biddeth them kare⸗ 
well , mynding to haue no moze dea⸗ 
ling;es with them. So did S. Paul, 
who. knowing by the grace of Chzitt, 
that the high Pꝛieſtes, Scribes and 
Phariſes, were wicked men and perle⸗ 
cutours of Gods ſeruantes, continued 
at Damaſcus: afterward returning ta 
Teruſalem,ſoitght rather to winne him 
{rife to the Bzechꝛen, and fozſooke his 
fozmer companions ſo quite, that they 
were gone quickely out of his knowe- 
ledge and remembꝛaunce. And truely 


G⸗ this 


At.9.19; 26 


Act. 23.55 
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this is a thing very meete, that all the 
Childꝛen of God doe not onely foxlake 
them, with whome in time of their in⸗ 
fidelitie they walked familiarly: But 
alſo all them whole company haue 
beene vnto them occaſion of falling, 
and doe pet abide in enmitye to the 
trueth. Fo? if an infant hauing bene 
heretofoze burned with ſtre, will bes 
ware that hee come no mote neare it. 
Ia hozſe will refuſe that dytch where⸗ 
into hee hath beene plunged: and if a 
dog will not come neere that man who 
hath vſed to beat him, then much moe 
it behooueth the Childzen of God, to a⸗ 
uoyde the company ok thoſe perſons, by 
whoſe occaſion they haue beene allu⸗ 
red to ſin. It then thou haſt bene fami- 
ltar with mockers and deriders of 
Gods woꝛd and his miniſters. and de⸗ 
ſireſt to frame thy lelfe from that vice, 
and detetmineft:witth thy ſelle to leaue 
it, ſee that thou ſhake off the ſocietie of 
deriders. If thou haſt beene a blaſphe- 
mer of Gods holy name, and nowe lee⸗ 
ing the hainouſnes of that aftence, wilt 
Amend, ble no maner ok familiar coun⸗ 
tenance 


Peters fall, 


tenance to ſitche perſons as haue bene 
thy kellowes in ſuche wickednelle: Jf 
thou haſte bene a dzunkarde, and nowe 
wilt be ſo no moze, part from the com- 
pany of toſpots: If thou wilte leaue 
thy foꝛmer whozevome , ſhake off the 
kamiliaritie of that kinde of people: 
and ſo of all other ſins: if thou deteſteſt 
the faulte : kepe thy ſelfe from them 
that delighte therein. Fo? can a man 
(ſayth Solomon) take fire in his bo- 
ſome and not burne his cloathes, o2 go 
vpon coales and his f#te not ſcoꝛched, 
and whoſoeuer toucheth Pitche muſt 
nedes be defiled therewithall: euen ſo 
they that vſe the ſocietie of the wicked, 
mult nedes ſmell of their wickednelle 
as is p2wued bekoze. 

Wept bitterly, c. Now Peter being x 4 
conuinced ofhis ſinne, and conlidering 
thoꝛow the grace of Gods holy ſpirite, 
that the guilt thereof deſerueth greate 
and endleſſe puniſhment, beginneth to 
repent and turne vnto the Lo2de, this 
conterſion and turning, is contayned 
in this woꝛd (Wept) the outwarde to- 


ken of his ſozrowe , „Welung the in⸗ 
wary 
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ward grefcof his minde : Foꝛ we mut 
not thinke that this weeping was the 
repentaunce it ſelfe, leaſt we make 
Indas aud Eſau to bee converted vn- 
tothe Lo2deby repentaunce. But that 
the excæding ſoꝛrowe of his minde did 
Wing oute his weeping. This repen⸗ 
ta unte (to pꝛetermit all oure aduerſa⸗ 
ries fond deuiſes concerning the ſame) 
The defini · Map be rightly thus detyned . It is a 
tion of re- true turning of aur life vnto Gad, pꝛo⸗ 
Pentance. ceeving from a pure and earneſt bear e 
of God, which conſtaeth in the moxtt- 
fication of the ficſhe and quickning of 
the ſpirite. This was in Peter, when 
he wept fo2 his faulte, it is in all them 
that be truely called vnto the fayth in 
Jeſus Chziſt, and ought to be in vs all 
continuallye; becauſe wee ceaſe not to 
tranigrefle the lawes of the Lozde con⸗ 
finually, Now to explayne the parts 
of this difinition. It is called a turning 
vnta God, becaule ſo often as wee ſin, 
we depart from God, walking after 
Den. 6. 5, dhe delires uk our owne fleſh ; this tur⸗ 
ning mut begin at the heart. Fo? the 
thoughts of mans hart are altogether 
wie⸗ 
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wicked naturallye, therefoze- the tur⸗ 

ning vnto God muſt beginne at the re⸗ 

nuing of the ſame, ſo commandeth the 

1.02d by the Pꝛophet ſaiing. Make you Ezeb. 18.5 r. 
anew hart, in another place, bꝛeake — 
vp pour fallom grounds, and ſowe not 

pour ſ#des among thoznes, that is: 

plucke out of pour harts pour wicked⸗ 

nes c impietpe, c doe not receiue gods 

mercy into your ſoules, delighting ſtill 

in wickedneſſe: this turning mult bee 

tryed without anye diſſimulation, oꝛ 
hipocriſte, chat it it be begun aright: it 

maketh the hearte to loath, deteit, and 

abhoꝛre his fozmer life, and to ſigh, ob 

and lament that his vngodly demea- 

nour hath ſo hainoully tranlgreſſed the 

lawes of his gentle and mercikul God 

and deſerued luche extreme payne and 
tozments:this is that terroꝛ and feare 

that the Scripture ſpeaketh ok. Haug 

mercye vppon me DLove, fo J am p. g. 58.3 
weak: O Loꝛd heale me fo2 my bones 
are bzuſed,and there is nothing ſound 

in my fleth becauſe of thine anger, ney⸗ 

ther is there any reſt in my bones, be- 

cauſe of my ſin ; & ſofo2warde in that 

Plain, 
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pſalm.D auid declareth how gr#uouſly 
he was troubled in his body and mind, 
becauſe he conſidꝛed gods indgements 
agaimſt lin, which in dede is in all the 
childꝛen of God (in ſome meaſure) but 
vtterly vnknowne. ſtra::ge to ſecure 
and careleſſe per! ons, that ſleepe in 
their owne miquitie, ond fo? lacke of 
this, doe neuer come to ar remoꝛſe in 
conſcience, but e ware 1 & worſe 
but it is vnto the godly a great ct᷑foꝛt: 
foꝛ although they fete che heaun wiath 
of God againſte their ſinne, yet they 
know, that it is the beginning, and firſt 
entrance into Gods fauoꝛ agayne, fox 
the rigoꝛ ot his wꝛath, dꝛiueth vs back 
from our ſelues, maketh vs ſ#ke vn⸗ 
to his mercy. This mult pzoc@de from 
an earneſt feareof God, that is (as be- 
fo1e is declared) rom the conſtderation 
what God in iuſtice requireth of vs, 
and howe far contrary wee haue liued, 
and alſo that hee will execute iudge⸗ 
ment againſte all ſinne and iniquitye. 
The feare ok this, maketh vs to ſeeke 
what way to haue gods wath appea- 
ſed agaynſt vs, whithe is onely 2 4 
aich 
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faith in Jelus Chꝛiſt, who came into 5 

wo1lde foꝛ that purpoſe, that he mighe 

be a mediatoꝛ and reconciler of ſinners 

vnto God his father: ſo that euery one 

that ſhall come to the fauour of God az 

gaine, muſt certainly, & ſtedtaſtly with 

out wauering beleeue, that Chꝛiſt his 

bloud hath bene ſhed foz the latiſfaction Iam. x. s. 
of Gods wath againſt him foz his 

fins. And ſo being perſwaded, his con⸗ 

ſcience is at quiet with God, E the ter⸗ 

ro2 of Gods wꝛath, which befoze did 
appeare, is nowe pacified and ſatiſtied Rom. r. g. 
in Jeſus Chziſte. But becauſe mans 
heart is full of hypocriſte, & a beaſte in 

his owne knoweledge, beeing blynded 
thzough vain confidence, maꝝ perſwade 
himſelfe, that God hath receiued him e. 
into his fauour, when in deede it is not 
ſo, Therefo1e it is ſapd that this repen⸗ 
taunce conſiſteth in the moꝛtiſiyng of 

the fleſh, and quickening of the ſpirite: 

that is, in crucifipng and killing within 
himſelfe, the wozld and fleſhe to wit, all 
ſinne whatſoeuer: and the quickening Gal. 5. 19. 20 
of the ſpirite, which is by continuall en⸗ 22.23. 
deuour to frame our liues pꝛeciſelp, ac⸗ 

coz⸗ 


10.14. 
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rowing to Gods wozde. And becatiſe 
this can not bee done perfectly, na not 
in the belt by reaſon of ſinne and ini⸗ 
quitie, that cleauech ſo faſt vnto them. 
Theretoze they chinke it their duette, 
lo longe as they car:e about with them 
this body ok ſinne, to grone vnder the 
burthen thereof, & to vie al thoſe means 
that God hach ſet downe fo2 them mm 
his wozde: to continue aud abide in re⸗ 
pentarice and amendement of lite with⸗ 
gut ceaſing, that Gods holy name map 
be gloꝛified, and their conſciences ſuͤre⸗ 
ip ſetled in the mercyes of the Loꝛde, 
and ſinne dayly moze and mote aboli⸗ 
ſhed, The which the Loꝛd God of his 
infinite mercy, graunt vnto all 
them that earneftly ſeeke 
and labour fo? it. 
Amen. 


FIN IS. 


